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"TREATISE, 


| EVIDENTLY PROVING, 


That there is more Eleaſure and leſs Trouble 
in an hol and religious, than in a vicious. 
Courſe of Life. N 


a CONTAINING LIKEWISE, 


Several DixEgTIONs neceſſary to be. obſerved: by _ 
all Cyr1sTIANS, in order to their claping | _—_— 
the Pollutions of the WoR ID, and 
ſafe to He aven-through the midſt of a 
and perverſe Generation, 


To which are Added, 5 
Some plain Ru L Es for a Religious Socizrr. 
AND AN 
Earneſt Recommendation of the ſaid Lunzt 


PARTICULARLY 
Of the three great Duties of Family Pra yer fading i 
daily the publick Service of 0's Church 3 and of x: 
frequenting the Holy Communion. | : 
> WITH * 
Dzvorioxs for the CLomrtagt his 
the FAMILY, 


Her Ways are am of Pleaſantneſs, = all ber 
— are Les Prov. i ui. 17. 
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H E Hopes and Expectations of that Pleas 


1 ſure and Satisfaction, whieh we conceive 


- would redound to us, from the Enjoyment 


of ſome abſent Good, is the main Spring of aur 


Souls, which puts their ſeveral Powers or Faculties 
in Motion, in order to obtain this deſired end. 
and if we examine the particular Actions of our 
Life, we ſhall find Pleaſure to be the great Mo- 
tive of our undertaking them: For tho? it is trug, 
our Souls are active Beings, and can no more 7ceale 
to act than ceaſe to be, yet we may 'calihaobſerye 


a great Difference in the Chearfulneſs and Vigour 


with which we purſue [pleaſant | agreeable 


and that Dulneſs and Uneaſineſs which we fand in the 


Purſuit of thoſe Ends we are not ſo deſirous to ob- 
tain, Now the Almighty i 


are Peace. From plain 
Propoſition, -viz. that thoſe Perſons who lead their 
Lives conformable to the Rule of God's Law, may 


„% 17-301, 


Nr a arevpy of vileſt, the pre 
Pha haneſt W retches that live upon the ace of the wh 
th, but would preſently forſake' their beloved 
Luſts and become religious, could they but doſo with 
a bare Wiſh; could they but do ſo without the 
Performance of thoſe Duties which to them ſeem 
troubleſome and uneaſy ; or could m be aſſured 
of as much Pleaſure in the Ways * * 
? pretend to find in the Ways of Sin. Where 
Is there one to be found that doth not, with Ba- 
Iam, defire to die the Death of the Righteo eous, and 
that his laſt End may be like his? tho? in their 
Life-time, but few are willing to beſtow the Pains 
and Time to make themſelves righteous. If there- 
fore I can make it appear, that there is more Plea- 
fure and leſs Trouble in an holy and religious, than 
in a vicious Courſe of Life, what remains but that 
all thoſe who have hitherto preferred their Luſts be- 
fore their Duty, only becauſe they ſeemed more a- 
= and pleaſing to their corrupted Nature, 
- uld now, For the very fame Reaſon, leave them 
ape decome Servants of the living God? © 
Ap now, that the Duties of Religion are not 
only very advantageous, in Reſpect of that great 
Reward promiſed in another Life, to thoſe that ob- 
ſerve them, but are, in the very Practice of them, 
far more pleaſant and delightful than the Ways of 
Sin, may appear, firſt from the Teſtimony of God 
Himſelf, who, in ſeveral Places of his | hol Word, 
| deſcribes Religion in ſuch taking and alluring Cha- 
racters, as, one would think, ſhould invite all Men 
to embrace it; all that are not transformed into 
Aupid Stocks and Stones; all that have ſo much of 
| Humanity left, as to defire and purſue what is re- 
reſented to .them as eaſy, pleaſant, and lovely: 
— the 2 Spirit of God tells us by the Mouth 
f David, P/al. xix. 8. that T he Statutes of the 
L ord ere right, rameing the Heart ; aud that the 
* Command- : 
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the moſt delightful Employment, 8c. 3 
Commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightning the 
Eyes; and in ver. 10. That they are more to be de- 


fired than Gold, yea, than much fine Gold; that 


they are ſweeter alſo than Honey, and the Hancy- 
Comb, In the zd Chapter of the Book of Proverbs, 
ver. 17. the Cid holy —_—_ teaches us by the 

Mouth of Solomon, That the Ways ef Religion are 


Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace, 


And in the $ ; th Chapter of the Prophecy of 1/azab, 
ver. 1,2. A | 

ing, Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 

ters, and he that hath no Money; come ye, buy and 
eat, yea, come, buy Wine and Milk without Money, 
and without Price. Wherefore do ye ſpend Money 
for that which is not Bread? and your Labour for 
that which ſatisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto 
me,” and eat ye that which 1s good, and let your Soul 
aelight-itſelf in Fatneſs, In the New Teſtament 


our Saviour himſelf tells us, That his Yoke is eaſy, 


and his Burden light, Matt, xi. 30. And again, 


Revel, ii. 17. To him that overcometh will I give to 


eat 'of the hidden Manna, and will give him a white. 
Stine, and in the Stone a new Name written, which 
no Man knoweth, ſaving he that recetueth it. On 
the other Hand, the Slavery of Sin is deſcribed un- 


to us in the holy Scripture by a dark and ſlippery 


Path, Pfal. xxxv. 6. by Mens wearying (hemſelves 
to work Iniquity, Jer. ix. 5. by their labauring in 
the very Fire, Habak. ii. 13. And we are told, 


that if din be a Laughter, it is a Laughter in which | 
the Heart is ſorrowful, and the End of that Mirth - 


is Heavineſs, Prov, xiv. 13. And now ſhall we 
ſuſpe& the Truth of that which God himſelf hath 
revealed to us? Surely he who created our Natures, 
muſt needs know what is fit and convenient for 
them, or pleaſant and agrecable to them; nor can 
we, without horrid Blaſphemy, ſuſpect him of Im- 
poſture. That the Ooh of Fruth ſhould deceive 

| "< us,. 
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mighty God calls to his People, — 
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| deluded Votaries. Now in Things temporal, thoſe 
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4 RELIGION 

us, is ſo clear a Contradiction, that we.muſt-wholz 
y diveſt ourſelves of our Reaſon before we: can ad- 
mit it; and therefore ſince he himſelf hath taught 
us. in his holy Word, that the Ways of Religion 
are pleaſant and delightful, and the Ways of Sin 
rough and uneaſy, what greater Evidence of this 


Truth can we deſire than his Teſtimony, whoſe 
Words are all Vea and Amen. * 


Secondly, That the religious Man who faithfully en- 
deavours to do his Duty; lives here moſt happily and 


pleaſantly, is clear from the united Teſtimonies of all 
- thoſe Saints and Servants of God recorded in holy 


Scripture, who, from their own happy Experience, 
do aſſure us of this Truth: Thus David ſpeaks, 
Pſal. exix; 103. How ſtoeet- are thy Words unto my 


Tae! yea, ſweeter than Honey.to my Mouth. And 


in, P/al: Ixxxiv. 10. I had:rather le Door- 
keeper im the Houſe-of my God, than. to. dwell in the 
Tents of Wickedneſs. St. Paul tellrus, That. he tuo 
Pleaſure in Inffrmites, in-Reproaches, in Neceſſities, 
in Perſecutions, in N for Chrift's Sake, 2 Con 
xii. 10. On the other Hand, King So/dmon, wha 


had fully proved the Pleaſures. of Sin, as he tellpus 


himſelf, Eccleſ. ii. 10. V hatſocver mine. Eyes de- 


fired; I —_— rom them, I withbheld not my Heart 


from any Foy lares in the next Verſe, That all 
was Vanity and Vexation 4. ; and therefore in 
the cloſe of that Book he teaches us what is the 


whole of Man, his whole Happineſs as well as Du- 


viz. The fearing: God, and keeping hit Commands 
— Fol xii. 13. From theſe Teſtimonies, 


and many more which might be mentioned, af the 


wiſeſt and beſt of Men, it appears that there are 
no Circumſtances of Life ſo miſerable and contemp- 
tible, but, joined with a+ good Conſcience, are a 
thouſand times moredefirable than all the Pomp and 
Pleaſure which this wicked World can afford. its 


which 
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are we with the ſingle. Teſtimony of one Man, who 
ſpeaks of his own Knowledge. If any of us were 
upon a Journey, and ſaw two Roads before us, and 
were aſſured by a faithful Friend and Acquaintance, 
upon his own Experience, that one.of them was 
ſtraight and pleaſant, and would certainly bring us 
to the Place where we long' d to be; but for the other, 
tho? it appeared ſmooth and plain, yet it was rotten 
and miry, covered- over only with a thin Cruft of 
Earth, which would eaſily break thro', and fink us 
down. into eternal Ruin and Perdition ; and beſides, 
that it was quite the contrary Way to the End we 
aim'd at, and the longer we perſiſted in it, the farther 
ſtill we were out of our Way ;. ſhould we not be fo 
well ſatisfied with this Relation, as, without any 
farther Scruple, chearfully and thankfully to follow 
his Directions? Nay, would not all Men ſay we 
periſhed deſervedly, if, notwithſtanding this friend- 
ly Caution, we ſhould, out of ſome groundleſs Fan- 
2 Conceit that the other was the eaſier and more 
pleaſant Road, venture upon it, and therein be caſt 
away? Let us then apply this Inſtance to our ſpiri- 
tual Pilgrimage: At our ſetting out in the Stage of 
this Life, there are two different Ways offer them 
ſelves; we may either lead our Lives after the Rule 
of God's Law, or elſe follow the Inventions of our 
own. corrupt Hearts: now to encourage us to the 
former, there are a numerous Company, of holy 
Perſons, who having fought the good Fight of Faith, 
and finiſhed their Gourke. have now laid hold on 

eternal Life; theſe do all, of their own Experience, 
teſtify, that, notwithſtanding the dreadful Notions 
the World has of Religion, tr Mays are Ways of 
Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace ; But as 
for-the earthly ſenſual Life, wherein ſome, of them 
were, through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and their 


own. treacherous Hearts, at firſt unhappily d, 
„ e . * 


which concern this preſent Life, how well ſatisfy d 


6' RELEIGTION 
ey declare it is the in the World; 

their. free- born Souls were miſerably impriſoned in 
Senſe; all their Motiòns bounded within the nar 
row Sphere of ſenſual Enjoyments, and thoſe En- 
Joyments were never full and ſatisfactory; never 
anſwerable to their Expectations: And what added 
_ to their Slavery, they were never free in the 
xerciſe of their Luſts, but continually- eurb'd with 
Shame and Fear in the Career of their Wickedneſs; 
nay, they were often put to the difficult Taſk of 
ferving many Maſters, of gratifying at the fame 
Time many contrary Defires Affections; thus 
if Pride thruſt them forward, Cowardice would pull 
them back again; while Covetouſneſs bad them 
fave, Ambition moved them to ſpend their Poſſeſ- 
Kons; and while Sloth inclined them to take their 
Eaſe, Luſt and Envy would allow them no Reſt. 
And now ſetting aſide the Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments of a future Life, which yet all good Chriſ- 
tians look upon, and that deſervedly, as the ſtrong- 
eft Motives to an holy Life, and the greateſt Secu- 
rity againſt all the Temppitions, the World, the 
Fleſh, or the Devil can ſet before them, I ſay, ſet- 
ting aſide theſe Motives, who would not, upon ſo 
good Teſtimony, chooſe rather to lead his Life 
after the pious Examples of theſe holy Men, therein 
2 to find Peace, Contentedneſs, and Satis- 
action, rather than after his own ſinful Inclinati- 
ons, which if he does, he muſt expect, all his Life 
long, to be like a troubled Sea, Iſa. lvii. 20. toſſed 
„about in the Storms of raging Paſſions, inordinate 
Defires, and guilty Reflections. This then may be 

| a ſecond Argument to convince us that the 
| of Religion are Ways e 3 and all her 
Paths are Peace, viz. uſe all thoſe who have 
walked therein, declare that they have found them 


& = jo 
l Thirdhy, A third Argument of the Comfort and 
N Pleafute 


1 — Inſtruments of conveying ſo great a Blefling 


the moſt delightful Employment, 
Pleaſure which attends a. religious 1 

drawn from thoſe II of Joy 
which, the glorious Martyrs of 
ſus have expreſſed, im the midfh of the moſt exqui- 
 fite Tortures which the Malice and Envy of che 
moſt bloody Tyrants could invent, or the Devil 
r Thus the bleſſed Mar- 
tyr, St. Stephen, whilſt his barbarous Murderers 
were gnaſhing on him with their Teeth, was made 

Partaker of the beatifical Viſion of God, wherein is 

Fulneſs of Fo *. and Pleaſure-for ovormore; he ſaw | 
the Glory 0 and Feſus flanding on the right 
Hand of God, roger 55. And after they had 
battered and bruiſed. his , he prayed — 

for them, and fell aſleep ; by which Expreſſion 
are to underſtand the eaſicewand | 
of his Soul and Body, compared here to the ſwoet 
and pleaſant Sleep of a weary Labourer : And if 
we examine the Hiſtories of x Church, we ſhall 
find the like Account of that noble Army of Mar- 
tyrs, which followed him in the ſucceeding Genera- 
tions. With what K indneſ and Thankfulneſs did 
they entertain theSeldiers ſent to ſeize them? bri 
out the beſt Proviſions they had, thereby to 
ify their Gratitude to them, whom God had 


to them, How did they long for that Morning- 
Watch? What Spirit and Vigour did its firſt Rays 
dart into their Souls With what Chearfulneſs of 
Mind and Pleaſantneſs of Countenance did they 
haſten to the Place appointed for their Execution? 
How did hug the Stakes, and embrace the 
Flames ? whilft their bloody Tormentors, in the 
Bitterneſs of their Souls, gazed on them, racked 
with the moſt deviliſh Rancour, Hatred and Malice, 
to ſee themſelves ſo pitifully foiled and overcome, even 
tired with tormenting, before they could get the Tor- 


mented to expreſs the leaſt 2 * 


F 
1 
it 


1 
if the Practice of Religion and Piety did eſtablifh 


trifling are his Delights, that | 
leaſt Conveniencies of Life, nay, what his own e. 
travagant Fancy longs for, is enough to. ſour all his 
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thoſe Worthies in fo ſweet a Frame and Temper of 

Mind, as neither this World nor the Powers of 
Darkneſs could be able to ruffle or diſturb them, we 
may learn from hence, how vaſtly the Pleaſure and 


Satisfaction of a godl Life exceeds what the great- 


eſt Senſualiſt or Worldling enjoys: For ſo mean and 


Want-of any the 


? 


temporal Enjoyments, and render his Life irkſome 
and uneaſy : Thus Ahab, tho' as Jezebel his Wife 
told him, he governed the Kingdom of Fra yet 


a 


becauſe Naboth had denied to give him his Vineyard, 
he went home heavy anddifpleaſed, and laid him down 
upon his, Bed, and turned away his Face, and would 


eat no Bread, as we read 1 Kings, xxi. 4. and thus 


Haman, tho' the King's Favourite, highly promoted 


by him, and placed above all the Princes that were 
with him; and all the King's Servants bowed, and 
reverenced Haman in the Gate; yet becauſe Mordecai 
bowed not, all that Reſpect and Honour availed him 
nothing ; he was ftill uneaſy, diſſatisfied and exceed- 
ing Wreth ; as we may find the Story more largely 
related in the Book of Efther. - 1. 6 

Fourthly, This will further appear, if we enquire 
a little into the Nature of Pleaſure and Pain: Now. 
Pleaſure conſiſts in the free and vigorous Exerciſe of 


our Souls, about ſuch Objects as are agreeable to 


their Powers or Faculties; the Powers of the Soul 
are the Underſtanding and the Will; the former, a 
Power of knowing, this of chooſing what appears 
ſuitable : So that a reaſonable Creature may, then 
be ſaid to enjoy true Pleaſure, when his Under- 
ſtanding is exerciſed in the Conlideration of the 
moſt glorious and excellent Truths; and his Will 
employed in chooſing the moſt deſirable Good; 


And now what Truth can there be more worthy 2 


the mo: delighnfal Employment. 9 
be known than God, who, is the Fountain of all 
Truth? Or Nat God to be deſired before him, 
from whom cometh: every; good. and perfect Gift 
We ſee then that a religious acta moſt rations 
ally and,agreeably to his Faculties or the Rawers of 
his Soul; and; by Conſequence, muſt needs, enjoy - 
the moſt true and, ſolid Pleaſure and, Satisfaction: 
And now, by this Account of the. Nature of Plea - 
ſure, we may, on the other Hand, learn the Na+ 
ture of Pain; for if Pleaſure conſiſts in, the-vigare 
aus Employment of our . 
then Pain · muſt needs proceed, either from the Aby 
ſence- of ſuch, Objects, our Souls. being eſtranged 
from them, and joined to ſuch. as are diſagreeable 3 
or elſe that; we are not. free and vigorqus in the Pure = 
ſuit of them, but cl ed and bindered hy. ſome other 
irregular Affections? And thus the beſt of Men af: 
ten find; this Pain or Uneaſineſs ariſing from the 
Qppoſition,which is between the Rleſhand the Spirit: 
for the Fleſh wars, againſt the Spirit, and, the, Spi- 
rit againſt, the: Fleſn; and this is, all the Affliction, 
properly ſo called, that the Righteous ſuffer; and to 
ſupport them under this, they are aſſured of the a 
Glance of God's holy Spirit, to enlighten their Un 
derſtandings, refine their Natures, and ſubdue their 
Paſſions; and what Combat need they fear, who 
have ſo: powerful and Aſſiſtant always ready to ſucr 
cour them? But no the Caſe is quite different with 
the Wicked; their Souls are ſeparated from thoſe 
Objects which are agreeable. to their rational Nar 
tures, as far as the Heavens are from the Earth, 
and are joined to ſuch as are only to their 
carnal and ſenſual Appetites: So that a wicked Man 
can never enjoy any rational, and manly Pleaſure: 
And as to nfl leaſuxes, they are mean; and bru- 
tiſh, far below the Dignity ofia reaſonable Soul, and 
fuch as can afford: it no Satiaſuction; for: theꝝ only 
datify the ſenſual; Appetite, and whow that 40 


* 
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the Man is left to ' himſelf, to ſee and bewail his 
Folly ; he is filled with Shame arid Sorrow incon- 
. ceivable and inſupportable; 2 a wounded. Spirit 
he can bean? Prov, xviii. 114. 
Fifthly, The wiſeſt Philoſophers amongſt the 
Heathens, who ſeparated themſelves from the Cares 
and Concerns of the World, that they might ſpend - 
the more Time in ſearching after Truth, and in | 
improving the natural Endowments of their Mind, 
even theſe give an ample Teſtimony to this Doc- 
trine, viz. That the Ways of Religion are Ways of 
Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace. For a- 
mongſt the ſeveral Sects of theſe Philoſopers, we read 
of none, excepting the Epicureans, who allowed their 
Followers to indulge themſelves in ſenſual Pleaſures, 
but required them to conform their Lives to the 
ſtricteſt Rules of Morality, before they would own 
them of their Society, or admit them into their 
Schools: And ſhall not theſe Heathens riſe up in 
Judgment with us and condemn us? who ſet ſo 
high a Value upon the Practice of Virtue, that nei- 
ther the Profits nor the Pleaſures of this World 
. could entice them, nor the Cares and Torments of 
| this World conſtrain them to forego it; whilſt we 
| + complain of the —— and Tediouſneſs of its 
ö Exerciſe: And yet their Hopes of a future Happi- 
nlaeſs were either none at all, of elſe clouded and ob- 
ſcured with ſo many Doubts and Jealouſies, as could 
= them ſmall — to perſiſt in its 
1 Purſuit ; no, they loved Virtue for Virtue's Sake, 
| eſteeming 'the Pleaſure'which accompanied a virtu- ' 
ous Action, a ſufficient Recompence for all the Dif- 
ficulty or Uneaſineſs they endured : And ſhall we 
therefore forego it, becauſe we have, beyond what 
they had, ſo great and precious Promiſes ſealed to 
us in the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt? And now, after 
all theſe Arguments brought to confirm the Truth 
of this Doctrine, viz. that 6 4 
«+29 . : 1 ta | 


the moſtcdelighifal Employment. 11 
fitable and advantagedus,op Account of the great and 
glorious Rewards promiſed to the ſincere Profearech | 
it, in the World to come, but likewiſe pleaſant and 

delightful in the very Practice of it, here in this 
Life ; what is it that detains ſo many in\a wretch, 
ed Slavery to Sin and Satan? We have the Teſtimos 
ny of God himſelf, of his, Saints and Servants, 
Martyrs. and Conſeſſors, of. the, wiſeſt Heathens, 
and of right Reaſon, all bearing Witness ta this 
Truth; and yet we learn by Experience, that 
theſe pleaſant Paths of V jrtue and Goodneſs are ve- 


ry little frequented, whilſt the broad Way to De- 


ſtruction is crowtd with Paſſengers., The Truth of 
it is; wicked Men have got ſome trifling Objections 
againſt this Doctrine; and ho” there, be really no- 
thing, in them, Vet the ſerve for an Excuſe to keep 
them from embracing that which would deſtroy their 
carnal and ſenſual Pleaſures...” | 
As firſt; ſome are prejudiced againſt Religion by 
the black and diſmal Characters under which they 
have heard many People repreſent it: But now, how 
unjuſt are all ſuch People to themſelves; ho rejecting 
the Teſtimony of God and their own Conſciences, 
will yet follow; the Counſels of rude, debauched, 
careleſs Wretches? (for ſuch generally are they who 
bring an evil Report upon Religion to their own 
Deſtruction.) This is juſt as if a ſick Patient, de- 
ſpiſing the Directions of his ſkilful, Pyfegian, ſhould 
follow the Preſoript ions of the ignorant Nabble; and 
at their Pærſuaſion, refuſe that Potion, which would 
certainly:.reftore him to Health; and inſtead there- 
of, pour down a Doſe of the rankeſt Poiſon: And 
now _ Kal bes _—_— hv oy 
certainly. ſhall all Who, notwithſtanding the 
ſtrong —— to an any ite offerod.to 2 are 
kept off from engaging therein by thoſe idle Fan- 
dies and. Chimera e, which-the vain World ſeta be- 
tore them 3 36 certainly, I ay, ſhall, they, 8 


Jem me, ye Curſed, to Fire; and that 


the Juſtice of God in rendering Vengeance 
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left Day, [receive that dreadful Sentence, 


without either Mercy or Pity : For the 
ſhall praiſe and 


Choir of Saints and Angels 


upon 
ſuch reprobate Servants, as tvould not have him to 
cl Own, ur of der bei Envy the -infer- | 
of their helliſh Envy and Malice, 
— 


joyee, if it be poſſible, to fee them in the 
Secondly, Others are affrighted at thoſe Places of 


ion with themſelves. - - 


1 holy Scripture, which ſeem to repreſent Religion to 


us, under-a Chai very different from what I 
have-now given of it: Thus, Mart. vii. 14. Strait 
is the . hg is the Way which leadeth 


unto Life, there be that 2 it. And a- 
85 gain, 1 21 xiii. oY trive to enter — at the flrait 
ate; for many, I ſay -unto you, will. ſee to enter 
N I not be able. Now in — — to theſe, 
— other — of the like Import, it may be ob- 


ſerved, that the Practice of Religion is no where in 


Scripture Aiid to be dus or unpleaſant; there 
is not one — tn the Word of God that 
implies any ſueh thing; but the contrary is expreſly | 
armed in that Place of Scripture which I have ſo 
oſten quoted, via. Prov. iii. 17. and therefore thoſe 
other Places muſt be underſtood in a Senſe which 
may be conſiſtent with this, viz. ſo as on LE g- 
nify the Care, and Dikgence, and Wat 

neceſſary to the obtaining of the Prise of our ken 
Calling in Chrift Jeſus : Notwithſtanding which, | 
the Chriſtian Race may be, as indeed it is, exceed- 
ing pleaſant'and deliphiful even as a tender Mo» © 
ther takes no little Care and Pains in 3 an- 
8 and yet is very wel r | 
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Im; , wWhondh. A... 


* mn YN ww „ £0. A 


| 4, 5. we find him ſpeaking thus: 


ne 
. 
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be moſt delightful Employment. 13 
viz.- that they have been ſometimes prevailed-with 
by ſuch Conſiderations, to enter upon a religious 
Courſe of Life, but have-found it very tedious: and 
uneaſy, were ſoon tired, and. fo returned to their 
former ſinful Practices: But now if we enquire what 
ſmall Progreſs ſuch Perſons made in a virtuous 
Courſe, we ſhall find that they went not n 3 
to inform either themſelves, or others of the Candi 
tion of the Road. The Paſſage, indeed from Vice 
to Virtue lies through the Vale of Sorrow and Re- 
pentance, and is difficult and troubleſome; but this 
ought not te be imputed to Religion, but to the 
Folly of thoſe Perſons, who took the Way 
upon their firſt ſetting out: Now the Perſons that 
bring this evil Report upon the Ways of Religion 
are ſuch as never got through that difficult Paſſage, 
and therefore condemn the Paths of Virtue before 


they know what they are. This I dare confident= . 
ly affirm, that they cannot bring one ſingle Perſore 


who hath got through this difficult Paſſage, who, 
by the Grace of God, hath finifhed his Repentance, 


mortified his carnal Luſts and Appetites, and made 


himſelf a new Heart and a new Spirit, and after all 
this, is of their Opinion, Nay, tho' Repentance 
be indeed an uneaſy Work, ſuch as no Sinner can, 
in good Earneſt, ſet about, without a broken and 
contrite Heart, yet there is Comfort even in that 
godly Sorrow, Almighty God the Father of Mer= 
cies ſhews his Acceptance of a troubled Spirit, by 
refreſhing it in his good Time, with the Light of 
his gracious Countenance : He will nat break tha 
bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoking Flax, Ha 
healeth the broken in Heart, and bindeth up their - 
Munde. We find David in ſeveral of his P/alms 
acknowledging that himſelf had experi this 
comfortable Truth; particularly in Lf ar xxxii. 3. 

hen I kept S. 
lence, my Bones waxed ld; through my riting 2 


—— rr 8 
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ihe Day long, "For Day and Night th Hand ag. 
reavy upon me: my Moiſture is turned into the 
robe! of Summer, T' actnowledged my Sin un- 


1% thee, and "mine Iniquity have I not hid : I ſaid, 
5 vill confeſs my Fe ons unto the Lord ; and 
hou forgaveſt the Fanquity of my Sin, Whilſt he con- 
eie He 
Doug of his Sins, his Soul was full of Horror and 
Confuſion ; and his Body thereby diſtempered and 
diſordered; but no ſooner had he unboſomed him- 
ſelf of all his Troubles, in an humble Confeſſion of 
js ins to, God, but he found, what he ſo tatheſt- 
y. deſired,” che full Aſſurance of a gracious Pardon, 
aving a perfect Calm and Tranqullity on a ſudden 
nipired into his Mind: Which put him upon de- 


Be: 


: 2 in the firſt Verſe of that Pſaln, the hap- 


fy, Condition of thoſe Perſons, whoſe Trangreſſions 
were forgiven, and whoſe Sins were covered : T his 
eing the Happtheb which he himſelf experienced 
at that Time, Thus does the true Penitent find 
mfort ſpringing up in his Soul, like T.ightning in 
he midſt of a dark Cloud, when he confeſſes his 
Fins 10 Goa with a lowly, penitent, and obedient 
Teart, and relies, with an humble Confidence, on 
the Merits o Chriſt; and the farther. he proceeds 
in the great Work of his Repentance, in the Mor- 
tification. of, his carnal Luſts and Appetites, the 
ea 5. is. eace and Satisfaction; and when at 
„by his conftant Diligence, Care, and Watch- 
Yriefs, and the powerful Aſſiſtance of God's all-ſuf- 
ent race, he hath happily finiſh'd this difficult | 
V drk; when he hath deſtroyed his old Habits of 
Sin, and in their ſtead, planted the contrary Habits | 
of Py 4nd, irtue in his Soul ; or, as the Apoſtle 
Expre & it, Epheſ. iv. 22, 23, 24. When he hath 
Put, off, concerning the, farmer. Converſation, the old 
dan, 5. is corrupt according to the deceitful 
Fl. Audis rrneutd in the ul tacngsd 
| 6 


ood People delight in, and the Wicked can really 
d no Fault with; the converſing with God in his 
holy Ordinances, and thereby partaking of the 
ſweet Influences of his gracious Preſence, wherein 
is Fulneſs of Comfort and Joy: The reflecting upon 
his paſt well-ſpent Life, upon his having, by the 
Grace of God, either eſcaped the Defilements of 
wilful Sin, or waſhed them off by true Repentance z 
and his haying from thenceforth walked in all the 
Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord blame- 
lefs ; and his enjoying herewith the Applauſes of his 
ovmn Conſcience, and the Teſtimonies of God's ho- 
ly Spirit bearing witneſs with his own Spirit, that 
he is the Son of God, a living Member of Chriſt, 
and an Heir of the Kingdom of Heaven: Theſe are 
Springs of that Peace and Comfort poured. into 
he Heart of the religious Man, which fweeten all 
his Misfortunes, give a Reliſh to all his other En- 
Joyments, and make him know and bs 'that the 
| Ways of Religion are Ways of Pleaſantneſt, and all 
ee ny Peace. And as Re igion in general 
15 thus pleaſant and comfortable to all the fin 
Profeſſors of it, ſo the like a a e n 


Juſtly be given of all the ſeveral Branches f it; 105 5 
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- own Unworthineſs ſoftens the ſevereſt Reproaches, 
and makes the ſharpeſt Perſecutions loſe their Sting ; 
Meekneſs ſettles in our Minds a laſting Peace and 
Tranquility ; Mortification and Self-denial preſerve 
the Freedom and advance the Dignity of our Nature, 
and lead us on ſtill nearer and nearer to Perfection; In- 
duſtry and Diligence in an honeſt Calling, joined 
with an humble Reliance upon God's Providence, 
Fecure us from many anxious Cares and dangerous 
Temptations; Sobriety, Temperance, and Chaſtity 
enable us to poſſeſs our own Souls; while the con- 
trary Vices rob us of that Reaſon which denomi- 
nates us Men, and degrade us into the Condition of 
the Beaſts that periſh. Again, Truth and Honeſty 
are venerable Things, and command an awful Re- 
ſpect from all Sorts of People; Juſtice and upright 
Dealing, wherever they are planted, in all Places, 
in all Societies, produce, advance, and eftabliſh Or- 
der, Peace and Proſperity ; Mercy and Charity are 
bighly agreeable to the natural Temper and Diſpo- 
ſition of our Minds ; they are Duties interwoven 
into our very Nature; and we muſt put off Hu- 
manity, before we can put off all Bowels of Mercy 
and Compaſſion; and when we carefully perform 
theſe excellent Duties, when we are truly merciful 
and charitable, we approve ourſelves to be the Chil- 
dren of the Higheſt, for he is kind to the Unthank-. 


duly perform them, we are employed about the beſt 
er | nobleſt, and conſequently the moſt delightful 
98 in the World. hen we ſtedfaſtly believe 

In ove 
to overcome the Difficilties, and to deſpiſe the Dan- 
; gen 
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gers of this troubleſome World, and zeiten 
can by any Means hurt. us: WE. 19, 
75 rd e with Sent. Heart 2 
4 ind, with Wo Soul ap rang 6, 7 1 our _ 
ſelves Belk or Loye is the mol 4 
EE Le 8 al. Bong 
it is placed upon God, he af del QOhjes,. 
it raiſes in them the moſt rayiſhi Delights and 
tranſporting Pleaſures: 2 a En 
God in humble ang fervent T rayer, he vouc 
to draw nigh * to us, to make us glad with 
of his Countenance, to grant us our Hearts Deſire, 
and to fulfil all our Mind, ſo far as is fafe and Con- 
venient for us: When we bleſs and praiſe (God's. 
holy Name, for his " and manifold Mercies he- 
ſtowed upon us, our Souls are * as with Mar 
row and * , Pal. "Vf Fat never taſte mon | 
Pleaſure and tisfaRion than, when we are engage 
in the affectionate hearty praiſing God for his 
neſs to us: For our Minds are then entertain 
with the pleaſing Contemplation of thoſe . — 
we acknowledge, and of che Kindneſs of God in be- 
ſtowing of them; which, as it makes up a great 
Part of the Happineſs of the Angels and Saints in. 
Heaven; ſo is it the beſt Heaven we can enjo⸗ on 
Earth: When we hear God's holy Word with ſe- 
rious Attention, we learn the Way to pleaſe him, 
and to obtain his Favour; we hear thoſe x 
Declarations of his good Will to Mankind made by 
the God of Truth and Holineſs, which are cr tain- 
1 good Tidings of great Joy, to all that have a juſt - 
egard for their eternal Peace and Salvation: And: 
laſtly, when we frequent God's Altar duly prepar- 
ed, we are made one with our bleſſed Redekmer, 
the Fountain of all our Comfort and Happineſs, ei- 
ther in this or the other World. Thus in ever . 
ſtance of our Duty conſidered as a Duty 8 
formed in Obedience to the Will of Gad, 80 c do we 
B. & * meer: 
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meet with great Comfort and Satisfaction. Here 
are no tormenting Cares, fruitleſs Labours, or fad 
Diſappointments; here is no Vanity and Vexation 
of = ; no Remorſe for what is paſt, nor dread- 
ful Expectations of any Evil to come; no, theſe M 
are only to be found in the Ways of Sin; but in 
the Way of our Duty we enjoy a ſerene Mind ang 
a quiet Spirit; a Calm in our Breaft for the preſent, 
and Security from Fear of the Wrath to come; we . 
live without Fear in our Poſſeſſions, and without 
D iſtruſt in our Wants; we are free from guilty Reflec- 
tions and diſmal Proſpects, we enjoy that yaanm T8 
Ei, that true Tranquility of Mind, and Calm of Life, 
which ſome ancient Philoſophers ſo much talked of, 
but never taſted; that Kingdom of God within us, 
which is not Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs 
and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. Seeing 
then that we are compaſſed about with ſo great a 
Cloud of Witneſſes; ſeeing we have the Teſtimony 
of God, the Experience of the beſt and wiſeſt of 
Men, the Voice of Reaſon and Conſcience, all 
3 the Praiſes of a religious Life; and no 
material Objection gan be made againſt it: In a 
Word, ſeeing it appears by all Sorts of Arguments, 
that the Ways of Religion in general, and of all 
the ſeveral Branches of it, are ways of Pleaſantneſs, 
and all her Paths are Peace; what then remains? but 
that laying afide every Weight, and the Sin which 
doth moſt eaſily beſet us, we reſolve henceforth to run 
with Patience the Race which is ſet before us. We 
ſee that God deſires nothing but our Happineſs ; all 
his Commandments directly tend to this bleſſed 
End; they enlighten our Underſtandings, refine 
our Natures, ſubdue our Paſſions, and fill our Souls 
with ſuch inward Peace and Comfort, as this World 
can neither give us nor take away from us. They 
bring us as near to Perfection as is poſlibleg in this 
preſent State of Weakneſs and Mortality ;-and when 
at laſt we put off our earthly Tabernacles, and ar- 
| | ; rive 
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rive at that happy State, where all that is imperſect 
- ſhall be done away; our Virtues and Graces be- 
come the Seeds of a bleſſed Immortality; and riſe J 
and grow up into everlaſting Glories. If therefore 
we deſire to live well, and would fain ſee 
Days; if we would dwell ſafely, and be quiet from 
the Fear of Evil ; if we would truly enjoy ourſelves, 
and turn this deſolate Wilderneſs, into a Garden of 
Pleaſures; in a Word, if we would obtain true 
Peace and Comfort here in this Liſe, and in the 
Life to come, obtain that Peace which paſleth all 
Underſtanding, that Joy 'which is unſpeakable and 
full of Glory, let us deny all Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, and live foberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent World; let the Time paſt of 
our Life ſuffice us to have walked according to the 
Courſe of this World, according to the Prince ß 
the Power of the Air, the Spirit that now worketh 
in the Children of Diſobedience: Let us now frame 
to ourſelves new Rules of Life, not ſuch as our 
carnal Appetites, or ſuch as the vain Cuſtoms of 
the World would ibe to us; but ſuch as are 
agreeable to the holy Scriptures, the only 
Rule of our Faith and Practice: And when we have 
thus formed to ourſelves a Rule of holy Life, let us 
obſerve it conſtantly and ſincerely, whatever Temp- 
tations we may meet with to the contrary ; ſo ſhall 
we aſſign to all our Actions their proper Seaſon, and 
-fuch- a Portion-..of it only as may be neceſſary for 
them; whereby Time will never lie upon” our 
Hands, nor ſting us with Regret when it is paſt; 
the Devil will not find us ſo much at Leiſure to liſ- 
ten to his Temptations ; we ſhall no longer be tor- 
mented with the Rage and Fury of unſatisfied Ap- 
petites, of reſtleſs Paſſions, and guilty Reflections; 
we ſhall be free from the Horrors of Deſpair at our 
laſt Hour, and from everlaſting Death and Miſery : 
On the other Hand, we ſhall be quiet and eaſy in 
| QUE, 
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Minds, live.comfortably, die peqaceably, and | 
Death, through the the Mediationg of of our 755 
Saviour Jeſus. Chriſt, ſhall obtain Falgef « 
ner for chenmors. 


Din CTIONS neceſſary to be ebferved by all Chri- 
ns, in order to — e 241 the Pallutions 
of the World, and pa afe to Heaven thre 


the 45 ofa a crook, 6d and ee Generatian. 


B. UT now farafmuch as we leagn y fad Experi- 
ence, that notwithſtanding all t len be fa 
of the Comforts and Adyan of Religion; tho? 
ber Ways are really Ways of gene, ad. all 
ber Paths are. Peace; tho * is 4 Tree 9 Life. to 
them that lay bold upon her, and happy is every ons 
that retaineth her; yet, notwithſtanding all this, I 
fay ſuch is the Weakneks of our mortal Nature, 
and the Strength of thoſe manifold and preſſing 
Temptations we meet with, in our Converſation 
with the World of the Ungodly, that we are fore 
lett and hindered in running the Race that is ſet be- 
fore us ; and without continual Care and Diligence, 
are.in Danger of being led away with the Error of 
the Wicked, and falling from our own Stedfaſt- 
ne : The abougding of Injquity in the World 
is apt to make our Love wax cold, our Goodneſs 
to be as the Morning Cloud, and as the early Dew 
er or if it cannot turn. us out of the 
bleſſed Paths of Truth and Holineſs, yet it is apt 
to flacken our Diligence, and to make us advance 
more ſlowly in them: I ſhall therefore now pro- 
ceed to lay down ſome plain and 2 for our 
better Dine ian how to — ſafely in theſe peri- 
Jous Times, in the midſt of ſo many any great 
Dangers. 
: 5 then, That we may never be influeoced b 
the Temptations of a. * wicked — 
- ; elt 
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either to turn out of the Way of our Duty, or to 
trifle in it, but may ſtill be preſſing ſorwards againſt 
all Oppoſition, and may hold out with Patience 
and Conſtancy, to the End of our Chriſtian Race, 
it is highly neceſſary that we ſometimes take a ſe- 

rious View of the odious Nature of Sin, conſider 
what it is in itſelf, how great a Diſhonour it caſts 

upon God, and what fatal Miſchiefs it heaps upon 

ourſelves; and if we view it in a true Light, either 
in the Light of our own Reaſon, or in the Light 
of God's holy Word, we 'ſhall find Sin to be the 
greateſt of Evils, and what, above all the Evils un- 

der the Sun, we ſhould ſtudy and endeavour to a- 

void : For Sin is the Tranſgreflion of the Laws of 
God, of thoſe excellent Laws, which are holy, juſt, 
and good, highly agreeable to right Reaſon, and: 
wiſely adapted to the true Intereſt of all Mankind, 
directly tending to advance the Dignity of our Na- 
ture, and to promote our Happineſs: And now if 
the Laws of God be fo excellent in themſelves, and 
ſo beneficial to us in the Practice of them, we may. 
eaſily ſee the natural Turpitude and Baſeneſs of Sin, 


which is the Tranſgreſſion of thoſe holy and righ- 
teous Laws: But 4 . we conſider Sin as un Ge 
fence againſt God, the Malignity of it will ſtill more 
evidently appear from the Dignity of the Perſon that 
is offended by it; for if the Injuries and Affronts 
done to Men receive an high Aggravation from the 
different Degree and Quality of the Perſon to whom 
they are offered; ſo that the ſame abuſive 

which offered to an Equal would be little regard- 
ed, may juſtly ſeem an unpardonable Crime, not to 
be expiated but by the utter Ruin of the Criminal, 
when offered to the Prince; what Bounds _ 
what Limits can be ſet to the exceeding Sinfuln 
of Sin, conſidered as an Offence againſt God? The 
heinous Nature of it in this Reſpe& muſt be as infi- 
nite, as the Perſections of the divine Nature are, 
EN againſt 


202 R-ELIG TON. 
againſt whom it is committed; and on this Conſi- 
deration it 1 that many Divines ground the E- 
quity and Juſſice of eternal Tormanta og ſhort and 
tranſitory Acts of Sin, that as it is .commitzel! a- 
gainſt a Being of infinite Perk ions, the Guilt 
thereaf | becomes infinite too, and not to be expi- 
_ — everlaſting. Puniſhments : Indeed no 
—_— can expreſs, no Thoughts conceive the ex- 
ing Sinfulneſs of Sin, confidered as an Offence 
2 God, againſt a Being of infinite Majeſty and 
2 who is the ſovereign Lord of, Heaven and 
Earth, and conſequently hath the moſt abſolute 
— and Right to our Obedience; and who, 
tiful to him by all the powerful Obligations w 
infinite Love : ah Goodneh. co could lay upon us: 
However. it, tent to make our, 
riſe within u. Nan holy Indignation and Hatred 
againſt Sin, if, we conſider that Shes our eas to, 
the. Commiſſion of it, eſpecially by our wilful Con- 
tinuance in. it, we oppoſe the Glory of God, affront, 
his Majeſty, and taſk a — n all his di- 
vinę Perſections: We abuſe Gog's Gerten af. 
front his Wiſdom, oppoſe his. Power, and. vis 0 
his ws ads we deſpiſe; all, the Declazatipns o 
his —— ord, all the Promiſes and. Threatnings, 
ercies and Judgments therein men 
to diſſuade ar a us fram it: We render the 
Death and Sufferings of our bleſſed Saviour, with 
Neſpect to ourſelves, uſeleſs and ineffectual; nay, 
we crucify, the don of God afreſh,, and. put him to 
an open ; we do deſpight unto the Spirit of 
Grace, grieve the Holy Ghoſt our Comforter, 
= that Light and which. he raiſes in.oux 
and provoke. him to forſake us: In a Word, 
| — ungrateful Return to our gracious 
God, for all thoſe unſpeakable Mercies we daily re- 
Frive at his Hands: He is the. Author of our Li 


the % eg fa Enhlapbent. 

id Being; he us Health, and St 
Nose, all Things pertuining to 
Goulnels ; de oui and protects us by his g. 
Eidus'Providerice, reffeſhes W with the Light e 
Counteriahice, © us dhe Meatis bf Grace, 12 
the Hopes of eternal Glory Hbw drextful then is 
the Nature) of din, w. re mats us flight and de- 
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ſpiſe theſe wönderfur B. 
f e ahd hothifig\Wworth I O Wfat u terrible 
{uſt it de, to Sppoſe the Glory, ind to geppiſe t 
Authorſty , f the great God of If Hickvers and Earth! 
ds gift tris Wötds behind us, and to ' trample his 
Aus under dur Feet, as All wrilful Sinners do! This 
indbed is the only Evil in the Wofld that can of- 
fend God, that Un make fim angry, and provoke 
him to rake and defirby any of his Oteatures': 
Thus when Gbd had at firſt created the World, he 
took a View of every Thing that he had made, and 
behold it ws ery 8 rod; he was very well pleaſed 
with what he dne, and in no (vie —— of 
his Labour; but, alas! the Sin of Man rh ms. 
break in upon this Satisfaction of the Alek] igh 
move him to Repentance: Fer we read pref Gen, 
vi. 25 That God Jaw, that the Wickedneſs of Man 
as great upon the Earth; and that every Imagination 
f the ghts' of Bin Heart was only Evil continu- 
ah; and it " pientted the Lord that he had mads 
an on the Earth, and it grieved him at — Heart. 
And when all the World were become ty before 
God, there was no Perſon in the Wor 925 could 
appeaſe his Anger, and reconcile him to ſinful Man, 
but his only beloved Son, who was the Brightneſs 
of his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perfon ; 
nor he himſelf neither, any other Way, but by be- 
comihg a "Man of Sorrows and uainted nee 
Grief; by being wounded for our Tranf 
and bruiſed for our Iniquities, and by 'ſhedding - vm 
precious Blood upon the Croſs for our r Reeprion: : 
ut 
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but then, tho' our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt hath indeed fatisfied the Juſtice of God, and 
made our Peace with him at the Price of his own 
moſt precious Blood, yet ſtill we muſt remember, 
that this is only upon Condition, that we renounce 
and forſake our Sins, and walk from henceforth in 
Newneſs of Life ; For, be gave himſelf for us, that 
be might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify un- 
to himſelf. @ peculiar People, zealous of good Works, 
Tit. li. 14. But if we reject the eaſy Conditions 
of the, Goſpel Covenant, to the Performance of 
which, we have likewiſe: en ourſelves by ſo- 
lemn repeated Vows ; if we will not let our Con- 
yerſation be ſuch as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
wwe are the worſe, and not the better for all that he 
hath done and ſuffered for us. For how ſhall we 
eſcape, if we neglect ſo great Salvation? What 
Excuſe can we make for ourſelves, or what Favour 
can we look for at the Hands of God, if we deſpiſe 
all the Graces and Bleflings of the Goſpel; and 
when ſo much Light is come into the World, do 
ſtill love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe our 
Deeds are Evil? ¶ that deſpiſed Moſes's Law, died 
without Mercy, under two or three Witneſſes : if 
bow much ſorer Puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath troden under Foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted the Blood of the Covenant, 
wherewith he was ſanctiſied, an unhboly Thing, and 
hath done Deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace? Heb. 
x. 28, 29. And this puts me in mind of the fatal 
and dreadful Conſequences of Sin, with Reſpect to 
ourſelves , which indeed are ſuch, as, if laid home 
upon our Souls by deep and ſerious Meditation, 
muſt needs ſet us irreconcilably againſt all Manner 
of Sin, and make us hate it with a perfect Hatred: 
For Sin darkens our Underſtandings, perverts our 
Wills, corrupts our Affections, makes our Inclina- 
tions vile and brutiſh, and our Paſſions 9 
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and ungovernable ; it makes us Slaves to that 78 
leſs, remorſeleſs Tyrant the Devil, and to the Va- 
nities of this deceitful World; it commonly proves 
a Diſeaſe to our Bodies, a Canker to our Eſtates, 


and a Worm to our Conſciences; makes us a com- 


mon Plague to the World, and an Offence to all 
good People; it blaſts our Credit, makes our Names 
contemptibſe, and our Memories ungrateful j ad 
laſtly, it makes us ſtand every Hour upon the Brink 
of Ruin; and there is nothing but the frail Thread 
of this Life betwixt us and eternal Miſery: For 
God hath ſworn in his Wrath, that impenitent 
Sinners ſhall never enter into his Reſt, but be ba- 
niſhed from-him, who is the only Fountain of all 
Comfort and Happineſs ; and for ever condemned 
to the Horrors of Darkneſs, and a bottomleſs Pit 3 
to the Fury and Scorn of Devils, to the intolerable 
Anguiſh of a never-dying Worm, and the un- 
ſpeakable Torments of an unquenchable Fire. Such 
is the curſed Nature of Sin; ſuch Diſhonour does 
it caſt upon God; ſuch fatal Miſchief does it bring 
upon ourſelves. And now can we think ſerio 

on theſe Things, and yet be reconciled to a Co 

of Sin? No, if we ſhew any Regard to Reaſon or 
Religion, if we have any Concern for the Honour 
of God, or our own Safety, we ſhall flee from Sin 


as from the Face of a Serpent, and carefully watch 


againſt all thoſe 'Temptations that cover its d 
Sting. We ſhall walk circumſpectly in theſe dan- 
gerous Days, ſo as to abſtain from all Appearance 
of Evil, and to give all Diligence to make our 
Calling and Election ſure ; eſpecially if we remem- 
ber and conſider what was ſaid above of the Com- 
forts and Advantages of Religion, That her Ways 
are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are 
Peace, leading us on from Strength to Strength, 
from one Degree of Virtue to another, and ſo from 
one Degree of Happineſs to 1 till we come 
40 
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to the Meaſure. of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 
Chriſt,” and ſo are meet to be made Partakers of the 
Inheritance of the Saints in Light. | 
Secondly, Since Example hath a ſtrong and pow- 
erful —— upon Mankind in general, and is 
very apt to draw them to an Imitation of it, it 
may he a good Preſervative to keep us from taking 
the Infection of thoſe evil ones, which this degene- 
rate Age we live in, will be ſure to lay before us, 
to have ſome others always ready in our Minds 
and Thoughts to oppoſe to theſe, ſuch as we may 
ſafely follow, without any Danger of being miſted 
by. them. And here, my Chriſtian Brethren, I 
—_ in the firſt Place, and above all, recommend 
the, Example of our Lord and Saviour: himſelf to, 
your, Imitation, as the only exact and perfect Pat- 
tern of true Piety, Righteouſneſs, and Sobriety, 
to. be found on Earth, in any that was ever clothed 
with human Fleſh : For as our Lord hath given us 
ſure and unerring Directions by his divine Pre- 
cepts and Doctrine, to guide us ſafe through 
this Vale of Miſery and Sorrow, to our everlaſting 
Reſt ; fo. hath he alſo himſelf troden the Way out 
for us; and whilſt we take care to follow his Steps; 
whilſt we do, as it were, ſee his Footſteps before 
our Eyes, we may reſt ſatisfied we are in the right 
Way thither, in the Way which leads directly to 
Heaven. Endeavour therefore firſt to get the ſacred 
Hiſtory of our Saviour's Life, recorded by the four 
Evangeliſts, into your Thoughts and ate, 
and next to tranſcribe the ſame in your Lives and 
Converſations ; and by ſo doing, you will not fail, 
after a few Years — — here below, to 
find him whom your Soul loveth, him whoſe Foot- 
ſteps you have here followed; and be graciouſly re- 
ceived by him, and inſtated in thoſe eternal Man- 
ſions of Blif and Glory, which he hath prepared 
for you: By obſerving ** this one plain Di- 


rection, 
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rection, you may make an excellent Advantage of 
that ſtrong Inclination in human Nature to be led 6 , 
Example, which proves a dangerous Temptation 
to too many in this ſinful and corrupt Age; carZ 

rying them down the Stream, with the Multitude 
af evil Doers, to the Pit of endleſs Deſtruction: 
For having the Example of our Saviour's pure and 

holy Life freſh in your Minds, and ftill propoſing 

that as the Rule of your own, that general Diſpo= 

ſition I before obſerved to be in human Nature, of 
following Example, will be determined to this, and 
ſtrongly incline you to, and carry you on, in a 
vigorous and earneft endeavour to imitate ſo beau- 

tiful and lovely a Pattern, placed before ou for 

that End and Purpoſe. Make it then your Buſineſs 

to get the whole Hiſtory of our Saviour's Life into 

your Heads, and into your Hearts, and {till ſtrive 

to copy out that in your own ; and whenever you 

find the inſinuating Examples of Impiety and Wick - 
edneſs the World ſets before you, to begin to draw 

off your Love and Deſire after them, immediately 
compare them with your Pattern; ' obſerve how 
diſagreeable they are to that, and confequently to 

that holy Name by which you ate called, viz. that 

of Chriſtians, which imports your being Diſciples 

and Followers of Chriſt ; and conſider, whether of 
ſuch different Examples, whether the Lives of ſuch 
Sinners, or the Life of our Saviour be moſt worthy 

of your Imitation : And laſtly, as I could wiſh, you 

would thus make the Life of our Saviour in'gene- 

ral, the Rule or Pattern by which to frame your 

own, ſo I do no leſs, that you would conſult and 

look at your Copy in every Paſſage of your Lives, in 

order to draw it more agreeable thereto. Conſider 
ſtill in every Paſſage of your Lives, what our bleſſed 
Saviour did himſelf, in the ſame, or like Circumſtanees 
you are now in, if any ſuch can be met with in'thefa- 
cred Hiſtofy of his Life; if not, conſider what you 
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yourſelves can judge probable from the whole Courſe 


and Tenour of his Life, he would have done in thoſe 


Circumſtances, and take Care todo the ſame. It isnot 
eaſy for me, my Chriſtian Brethren, te deſcribe or 
ſet forth to you the unſpeakable Advantage you 
would find, by carefully obſerving this one Rule, 
Your own happy Experience, would you be per- 
ſuaded, faithfully and ſincerely to make Trial of it, 
would more effectually convince you of its great 
Uſe, than all I can fay about it, To this Exam- 
ple of our bleſſed Saviour's Life, from which alone 
we can receive unerring Directions for the regu- 
lating of our own, in every particular Branch of 
them, we may add ſome other of thoſe faithful Ser- 
vants of God, whoſe Pruiſe is in Scripture; whoſe 
holy Lives, as to the main Part of them, tho' not 
without ſome Spots and Blemiſhes, there ſtand up- 
on Record for our Imitation, and may ſerve to 
ſhew us how far Men of like Paſſions with our 
ſelves, and encompaſſed with the ſame Infirmities, 
advanced, through the gracious Aſſiſtance of the 
holy Spirit, towards a State of Perfection, before 
their "Tranſlation to it: I might ſeem tedious, 
ſhould I go about to recite theſe 13388 
you ; but you may find them diſperſed throughout 
the whole Scripture, both Old and New Teſta- 
ment ; for ſome ſuch there have been in all Ages 
of the World : The Author of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews hath made a ſhort Collection of theſe, out 
of the Old Teſtament in the 11th Chapter of that 
Epiſtle, to which only I ſhall at preſent refer you, 
and conclude this Direction, with the ſame Infe- 
rence he does'that Diſcourſe ; wherefore, ſeeing 
we alſo are compaſſed about with ſo great a Cloud 
of Witneſſes, let us lay aſide every Weight, and 
the Sin that doth fo eaſily beſet us; and let us run 


with Patience the Race that is ſet before us, look- 


ing unto Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of F Ah; 
who, for the Joy that was ſet before him, ce 
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the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and is ſet down 
at the Right-Hand of the Throne of Gd. 

Thirdly, A third Direction neceſſary to be ob- 
ſerved in order to our paſſing fafe to Heaven, throf 
the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Generation, is 
this, to endeavour to affect our Minds with a true 
lively Senſe of the continual immediate Preſence of 
Almighty God to us; to conſider, that there is an 
all-ſeeing Eye ever preſent, that beholds all our 
Actions, nay that diſcerns the moſt ſecret Thoughts 
and Intentions of our Hearts; for this will arm us 
with Courage and Reſolution ſufficient to repel the 
fiery Darts of the Wicked, the preſſing Sollicita- 
tions of the moſt potent Sinners that ſhall endeavour 
to draw us in, to bear them Company in their ſin- 
ful Exceſſes, or whatever elſe may be offenſive in 
the Sight of God. A true Senſe of the divine Pre- 
ſence would effectually deſtroy the Force of thoſe 
dangerous Temptations we muſt expect to meet 
with in a corrupt degenerate Age, from the Entice- 
ments, Threats, or Perſuaſions of Sinners; and which, 
I fear, have too often prevailed upon thoſe of kind and 
obliging, or of fearful and timerous 'Tempers, to 
part with their Innocency, wound their own Souls, 
and offend their God, and this againſt their Con- 
ſciences and Inclinations too, meerly in Compli- 
ance with thoſe audacious Wretches, who, acting 
the Devil's Part, have urged and tempted them 
thereto, Now it is plainly the Want of a true 
Senſe of God's continual Preſence, - that betrays. 
Men into ſuch a baſe, ſervile, and wicked Com- 
pliance with their Companions : For if he be a. 
Friend, one that we have an Affection for, or one 
to whom we ſtand obliged for many good Offices 
he hath performed for us, that is ſo urgent and 
— with us to bear him Company in his Sins, 
certainly we have no Friend on Earth to be com- 
pared with Almighty God; to whole free Bounty 
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5 Goodneſs we owe ourſelves, our Souls, and Bo- 
ies, together with all the Bleſſings temporal and 
fpiritual, we do, or ever can hes 66 enjoy : And 
therefore were we but as truly ſenſible of his imme- 
diate Preſence to us, as we are of that other Perſon 
whom we have eſteemed our Friend, there would 
be no need of any the leaſt Deliberation to deter- 
mine whether of theſe to diſoblige: Beſides, he that 
tempts us to'any Sin, whatever he was before, by 
ſo doing ceaſes to be a Friend, and, inſtead of ſuch, 
becomes a dangerous and deadly Enemy, ſeeking the 
eternal Ruin of our immortal Souls, under the ſpe- 
cious Pretence and Colour of Friendſhip: And ſhall 
we venture to incur the Diſpleaſure of Almighty 
God our heavenly Father, rather than to deny the 
moſt unreaſonable Requeſts of ſo baſe and perfidious 
an Abufer of our Friendſhip? Or if he be a Per- 
Jon of an higher Rank and Station than ourſelves, 
that preſſes us hard to join with him in any ſort of 
Wickedneſs, the fame Conſideration of the imme- 
diate Preſence of Almighty God to us, would ef- 
fectually reſtrain us from a ſinful Compliance with 
bim, and engage us, even without much Conſulta- 
tion, practically to approve our bleſſed Saviour's 
Advice, not to fear him, who can, at the worſt, 
how great or powerful ſoever he be, but kill the 
Body ; but rather to be afraid of offending him, 
who, after he hath killed, is able to deſtroy both 
Body and Soul in Hell, where the Worm dieth not, 
and where the Fire is never quenched, It was a 

Senſe of the immediate Preſence and the Almight 
Power of God, that infpired Shadrach, M. 18 
ardAbednego, tho' Captives in a ſtrange Land, with 
Courage and Reſolution, boldly to deny the fierceſt 
Commands of an enraged Tyrant, in whoſe Power 
they were, requiring them to join with him and his 
People, in the idolatrous Worſhip of a graven Image 
ſet up by himſelf, upon Pain of being caſt * ; 
» as Y 
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fiery Furnace, Daniel iii. 18. It was this which 


8 


— the Prop het Daniel conſtant and immove- 
able in the Worſhip of of his God, notwithſtand- 
ing the Emperor's Decree that he who did fo, 
ſhould be caſt into the Den of Lions, Dan. vi. 10, - 
And laftly, it was this which encouraged the Apo- 
| files and Diſciples of our Lord, to preach boldly 
in his Name, when they had deen impriſoned by 
the Chief-Prieft and R on that — and 
ſtraitly charged from thenceforth to ſpeak to no 
Man in that Name; Acts iv. 19. And the fame 
lively Senſe of the immediate Preſence, Power, and 
Providence of God would be an effeftnal Means of 
_ preſerving us from that Temptation, which in a 
wicked Age muſt be always dangerous, the Sollici- 
tations of Sinners, tho? preſſed with great Earneſt- 
neſs, and coming from thoſe inveſted with the 
higheſt Power upon Earth. | 

Fourthly, A — Direction I would recom- 
mend, as a proper Means to preſerve us blamelefs 
and unreproveable in the midſt of a crooked and 
3 ration, is vim ently to entertain our 
houghts with the ſeri editation of thoſe four . 
laſt Things, as they are commonly called, Death, 
Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. For the ſerious 
Confideration of the firſt of theſe, and of the Short- 
neſs and great Uncertainty of Life in the ftron 
Conſtitution, will be a powerful Motive to incline 
us to chooſe with Ao Hg if it ſhould pleaſe God to 
put that Trial upon us, to ſuffer Affliction with 
his Children, rather than to enjoy the Pleaſures of 
Sin for a Seaſon. The Conſideration of the ſecond, 
of the dreadful and impartial Tribunal, before 
which, we and all the Sons and Daughters of Adam 
muſt one Day ftand to be judged, will make us in- 
finitely more 1 ind careful to appear approv- 
ed in the Sight of God, of Angels, 4 than 
of thoſe few frail Mortals amongft whom 1 | 
Ve 
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live and converſe. The ferious Thoughts of Hea- 
ven, of that never- fading eternal Crown of. Bliſs 
and Glory which God hath prepared there for thoſe 
that love and ſerve him faithfully, will raiſe our 
Hearts, our Deſires and Affections above the tri- 
fling Vanities of this preſent World. And laſtly, 
the Thoughts of Hell, of thoſe inexpreſſible Tor- 
ments, which there remain for. the Wicked, will 
lay a powerful Reſtraint upon all our corrupt In- 
clinations and Deſires, —— we cannot gratify 
them at a cheaper Rate than by — our im- 
mortal Souls to the Vengeance of eternal Fire. 


Fifthly, A fifth Direction abſolutely neceſſary to 
be obſerved, in order to enable us to retain our In- 
tegrity in this prophane and ſinful Age, is this, not 
to go forth in our own Strength, nor to lean to 
our own Underſtandings ; but to put on the whole 
Armour of God, to endeavour to guard our Souls 


with the Gifts and Graces of God's holy Spirit, 
which he is always ready to beſtow on thoſe that 
carefully and conſtantly make. Uſe of the Means 
of Grace; that watch, and faſt, and pray in pub- 
lick, and in private; that read and hear G 's 
holy Word, and meditate therein ; and frequent- 
ly receive, with due Preparation, the holy Sacra- 
ment of our bleſſed Saviour's Body and Blood, 
Let us then do this, and we ſhall live. Tho' Ini- 
quity, abounds ſo much in the World, the Grace of 
will abound much more in our Hearts, and. 
make us, become more than Conquerors in all the. 
ers and Difficulties we meet with here. 

S:xthly and laſtly ; That nothing may be want- 
ing, which may help to keep us ſtedfaſt and un- 
moveable in the Practice of our Duty, I ſhall add 
one Direction more, and that is this, to-call in the 
Aſſiſtance of our Friends, to engage thoſe. faithful. 
Chriſtians with whom we. have contracted an Inti- 
macy, and to preſs them by all the Ties of 1 
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ſhip, to mark our Steps, to obſerve our Wandrings, 
and to reprove us with all decent Freedom, when- 
ever ſee us negligent in our Duty, or inclined 
to tranſgreſs the Commandments of God. This 
indeed is the indiſpenſable Duty of Friends, thus to 
promote each others Happineſs, not only in this 
World, but more eſpecially in the World to come; 
and where this is not done, whatever goes by the 
Name of Friendſhip is no better than vile Flattery, 
if not a Combination in Sin and Folly, which leads 
directly to everlaſting Ruin: And as Reproof, 
where there is Occaſion, is the indiſpenſable Duty 
of a Friend; ſo in many Caſes it is a Duty which 
none but an intimate Friend is qualified to perform 
with any Proſpect of Succeſs : For we are — 
loth to enter into Judgment with ourſelves; or 
we do, we are too to be partial in our Judge» 
ments, and to ſpeak Peace to ourſelves when there 
is no Peace: And as ſor thoſe whom God hath ſet 
over us to watch for our Souls, and boldly to 
rebuke our Vices, whenever they can diſcover 
them, we are too ready to be offended when 
— faithfully ſet before us our Sin and Danger, 
to account them our Enemies becauſe they 
tell us the Truth. But now our Friend is as 
our own Soul, and therefore the Reproofs of a 
Friend are generally better taken : They create no 
Jealouſy, no evil Suſpicion in us, becauſe we are 
entirely ſatisfied proceed from no Motive but 
Love and Good-Will, and are intended only for 
our Good: And tho* ſuch Reproofs may indeed 
prick and wound our Hearts, and make us uneaſy, 
yet at the ſame Time they open our Eyes, reſtrain 
our Wandri and direct our Feet into the Way 
of Peace, Thus, Faithful are the Wounds of a 
Friend, Prov. xxvii. 6. And therefore we find ho- 
ly David praying to God that he might thus be 
weunded, Pſal. cxli. 5. Let the Rightedus ſmite me, 
# ſhall be a Kindneſs ; and let them reprove mol 
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ſhall be an excellent Oil, which ſhall not break my 
Head. To conclude, . Let us carefully make Uſe 
of all proper Means to keep ourſelves unſpotted from 
the. World, and, to quicken our Progreſs in the 
Ways of Piety and Virtue, Our Nature is weak, 
and our Temptations preſſing; and we are never 
in greater Danger of falling than when we think 
we ſtand ſecure; and therefore it highly concerns 
f us to take heed to ourſelves, to keep our Hearts 
\| with all Diligence, to watch and pray and ſtrive 
| againſt Sin, to loſe no Opportunities, to ſlight-no 
Advantages in working out our Salvation; and 
| whatever our Hand findeth to do in that great 
4 Work, to do it with our Might, with our utmoſt 
| Strength and Activity; eſpecially if we conſider 
| the. dreadful Conſequence of our miſcarrying at 
laſt, after we have overcome the main Difficulties 
| of our Duty: For if after we have eſcaped the Pol- 
Jutions of the World, through the Knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt, we are again 
Intangled therein and overcome, the Apoſtle tells 
us, the latter End is worſe with us than the Be- 
j ginning ; and that it had been better for us not to 
| have known the Way of Righteouſneſs, than after 
| we have known it, to turn from the holy Com- 
mandment delivered unto us, 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. 
If after we have mortified our carnal Affections, 
j | and are enriched with heavenly Graces ; after we 
i have experienced the Pleaſures of Religion, and be- 
1 held with the Eye of Faith that Place of eternal 
Reſt it leads us to; if, after all theſe mighty En- 
8 couragements to perſevere with Conſtancy to the 
End of our Chriſtian Race, we fall off from it 
through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, leave the Paths of 
Uprightneſs, to walk in the Ways of Darkneſs, 
thereby caſting a great Diſhonour upon God, op- 
| Poſing the ſtrongeſt Convictions of our own Rea- 
ö ſon and Conſcience, giving great Offence to our 
| Fellow-Chriſtians, and great Occaſion to the Ene- 
miles 
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mies of the Lord to blaſpheme ; all theſe high Ag- 
gravations of our Sin and Folly will be heavily 
charged upon us at the Day of Judgment, and ex- 
poſe us to a deeper and more dreadful Ruin : Let us 
therefore as Strangers and Pilgrims here below, 
ſtedfaſtly ſet our Faces towards the heavenly Feru- 


ſalem, and with eager Deſires and ſtrong Reſolu- 


tions haſten thither, by running the Way of God's 
Commandments, without ever looking back to- 
wards Sodom, or turning aſide to the Right-hand, 
or to the Left. So ſhall the holy Spirit of God 
rule in our Hearts and direct our Steps, and make 
all Oppoſition fall before us; and under the Con- 
duct of ſuch a Guide, we ſhall paſs through 
Things temporal, ſo as finally to obtain thoſe that 
are eternal. In a Word, we ſhall find by our 
own happy Experience, that the Paths of Religion 
are the Paths of Life; that they are not only plain 
and unperplexed, even Paths of Pleaſure and Paths 
of Peace ; but fuch as will likewiſe infallibly bring 
us at laſt to that incorruptible, undefiled and never- 
fading Inheritance reſerved in Heaven for us; to 
that exceeding Weight of Glory, and thoſe un- 
ſpeakable Joys of Paradiſe, whither Chriſt our 
Forerunner is gone before, to take Poſſeſſion for 
every devout obedient Soul. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Gheſt, three Perſons and one God, be a+ 
ſerild; as is moſt dur, all Honour and Glory, 
Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, now and for ever- 
mire, Amen. 1 


Seme 
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Some plain "ON for a RRII- 
GIOUS SOCIETY. 


E, whoſe * are underwritten, being 
truly ſenſible of the infinite Value of an 
immortal Soul, do through the divine Affiſtance, 
— and ſtedfaft! reſolve, to make it the cher 

— Buſineſi of the remaining Part of our 
2 to promote the eternal Salvation of our own, 
and of every Member of this Society, after a more 
eſpecial Manner, and of all other Perſons as we have 
Opportuni and for the better . on of 
this pious Deſign, we ſolemnly promiſe and oblige 
ourſelves to obſerve the following Rules. 


I. Every Member of this Society, in the Morn- 
ing before he enters upon any _— _— 
ſhall earneſtly beg of Almig 2 
Strength, to Bu: him galch y Ke Grice 5 
thoſe Duties which divine Providence ſhall that 
Day call him to; and to avoid all thoſe Sins to 
which he may be tempted: And likewiſe, before 
he goes to bed at Night, ſhall — recolle& or 
call to mind, as far as he is able, the Sins and 
Infirmities of the Day paſt, in Thought, Word, 
or Deed; confeſs — to Almighty God with an 
humble and contrite Heart, and earneſtly beg Par- 
don for them, together with Grace and Strength to 
enable him to walk more exactly for the Time to 
come, 


IT. Every Perſon amongſt us, who is the Mafter 
or Head — a Family, ſhall call them together twice 
a Day, Morning and Evening, and join with them 
in the folemn Worſhip of God; and if he forget or 
negle& this his — Duty, every Perſon in 
that Family, who is a Mem er of this Society, 
ſhall be obliged to remind him of it, and to exhort 
and preſs him to it, III. In 
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III. In every Family all that NN ne ef 
out great Hindrance to their worldly Buſineſs, ſhall, 
by turns, attend God's publick Worſhip in the 
Church every Day, Morning and Evening, when 
there is Service there, " Fe 


IV. Every Member of this Society ſhall duly 
attend the publick Prayers and preaching of God's 
Word on the Lord's Day, and duly receive the-Sa- 
crament, neglecting no Opportunity of ſo doing 
without acquainting his ſpiritual Guide with the 
true Reaſon thereof, and having his Judgment that 
his Excuſe is warrantable: And in all the Acts of 
divine Worſhip, both publick and private, ſhall 
ſtrive and endeavour to worſhip God in Spirit and 
in Truth ; devoutly kneeling while he is praying 
to God, and ſtanding up while he -is reading. the 
Pſalms, or ſinging them; keeping his Thoughts as 
intent as he can upon the Work he is about; and 
ſtriving to raiſe and keep up thoſe inward holy Af- 
fections of Fear, Love, Gratitude, Truſt, Re- 
ſignation, and the like, which conſtitute the trug 
ſpiritual Worſhip of God. | WD 1 

V. Every Member of this Society ſhall, in a 
more n Manner, devote the Lord's Day to 
the carrying on this great Work the Salvation of 
Souls, willingly engage in no Diſcourſe nor Buſi- 
neſs, (except what is abſolutely neceſſary) that may 
not ſome way contribute to that Bd. 


VI. Every Member of this Society ſhall at all 
Times endeavour to keep this grand Deſign upper- 
moſt-in his Thoughts, and embrace all fair Oppor- 
tunities, even in common Converſation, to pro- 
mote the ſame; refraining from all impure and cor- 
rupt Diſcourſe, all prophane Swearing and Curſing, 
and taking God's holy Name in vain; all Lying 
and Diſſembling; all uncharitable judging and cen- 
ſuring of others; and likewiſe endeayouring to put 
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a Stop to any ſuch Diſcourſe ſtarted in the Com- 

pany he is in, in the moſt inoffenſive Manner that 
can. » 


VII. Every Member of this Society ſhall con- 
Nantly endeavour to advance the Glory of God and 
the Credit of Religion, by being, in a remarkable 
Manner, holy and devout, meek and humble, tem- 
perate, chafte, and ſober, juſt and honeſt, kind 
and charitable, and ordering his whole Converſa- 
tion ſo as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and that 
he may never go aſtray from the bleſſed Paths of 
Flety and Virtue, he {ball take eſpecial Care that 
his Heart be never overcharged with Surfeiting and 
Drunkenneſs, and Cares of this Life; he ſhall 
carefully watch againſt all Temptations ; and keep 
under his Body, and bring it into Subjection, by 
obſerving the Faſts of our excellent Church, ac- 
£ording to the Circumſtances of his Health and 
ontward Condition in the World. | 


VIII. Maſters and Miſtreſſes ſhall deal fo with 
their Servants, as they themſelves would deſire and 
expect to be dealt with, where they in their Ser- 
vants Places; they ſhall take particular Care of 
their Souls, allowing them Time for, and preſſing 
them to, a due Performance of their publick and 
private Devotions ; never ſuffering them to pro- 
pbane the Lord's Day, by miſpending any Part of 
it in the Revels of Sin and Vanity, but bringing 
them duly to Church, and taking particular Notice 

3 their 3 there; and for the remaining 
Part of that holy Day, inſtructing them in their 
Catechiſm; and, if they can read, hearing them 
read the Leſſons appointed for the Day, and after- 
wards, a Chapter in that excellent Book called 
the Whole Duty of Man : They ſhall require no 
unreaſonable Things of them; refrain. from re- 
viling or - threatening them; and when they do 
Any thing contrary to their Mind, as 
| * 


OY 
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mildly tell them of it ; and if upon ſeveral friendly 
Admonitions they will not alter what is amiſs, fairly 
part with them, and ſeek out for others of more 
ingenuous Tempers and Diſpoſitions. Servants 
ſhall be reſpectful to their Maſters and Miſtreſſes 
act as faithfully for them as they would do for them- 
ſelves ; take Gare that nothing in their Maſter's. 
Houſe be abuſed, purloin'd, or waſted ; readily o- 
bey all their juſt and reaſonable Commands ; never 
divulge or carry out any of the domeſtick private 
Affairs of the Family they live in. Fellow-Ser- 
vants ſhall be kind and loving, ready to aſſiſt and 
help each other in their Buſineſs, ſhall avoid all 
prophane corrupt Communication, all abuſive ſcur- 
rilous. Words, alt Jarring and Quarrelling amongſt 
=, og Mage | 

EX. Huſbands ſhall be kind and loving to theis 
Wives, refraining from all peeviſh, paſſionate, un- 
kind Words, and whatever elſe is contrary to Love: 
Wives ſhall be loving and obedient to their Hus- 
bands, ready to comply with all their reaſonable. 
Deſires ; and where any are otherwiſe, with Meek 
neſs and Submiſſion to repreſent their Unreaſoi. able- 
neſs or Inexpediency. Parents ſhall make it their 
chief Care to promote the eternal Welfare of their 
Children, by praying daily for them, inſtructing 
them themſelves, and ſending them duly to be 
catechiſed by their Miniſter, *till they are tho- 
roughly grounded in the Principles of their Religion; 
by obliging them to keep holy the Lord's Day, 
and not to miſpend any Part of it in playing and 
loitering about the Streets or Fields; by taking 
care that duly perform their Devotions to Al- 
mighty God, both in publick and private; and 
likewiſe by endeavouring to ſtop the firſt Begin- 
nings of Sin, whether hs of evil Words or Acti- 
ons, by good Advice, and due Correction; the 
A latter 
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latter of which ſhall be fo prudently given them, 
that when they reflect upon it they may themſelves 
be ſenſible it proceeded not from any peeviſh Hu- 
mour in their Parents, but from a ſincere Deſire of 
their temporal and eternal Welfare. Children ſhall 
ſtudy and endeavour to requite their Parents for their 
Care, Pains, and Kindneſs, by a ready Submiſſion 
of their own Wills to theirs in indifferent 
Things; by dutiful reſpectful Words and Carriage 
to them; by praying earneſtly for them; by aſſiſt- 
ing and ſuccouring them with their perſonal Ser- 
vices or Purſes, as Occaſion, ſhall require, 


X. For the better obſerving the foregoing Rules, 
every Member of this Society is hereby ſtrictly 
. obliged, truly and faithfully to diſcover to his ſpi- 
| ritual Guide, or to ſome other proper Perſon, ever 
, great Breach of any one of them, which he fb 
obſerve in any Perſon belonging to this Society; 
that every ſuch unfaithful Member, by wholſome 
Advice and mild Reproof, may he brought to a due 
Senſe of his Duty, and periunded to perform it 
more faithfully for the remaining Part of his Life. 


1 
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The Obſervation of the foregoing Rr BG 
recommended to the Reader. 


CnRISsTIAN READER! | 
F thou art virtuouſſy diſpoſed, and haſt a dae Con 
cern for the Honour of God, the Credit and In. 
tereſt of true Religion, and thy own eternal Sa ya. 
tion, I may reafonably hope thou wilt receive with | 
Candour the foregoing Rules ; and not only oblige. 
thyſelf to a conſcientious Performance of the feve-. 
Duties contained in them, as far as they relate 
to thee; but likewiſe uſe thy beſt Endeavours fo 
promote and effabliſſ the Obſervation of them a. 
mongſt thy Neighbours ; whereby thou wilk ob- 
tain Favour of the Lord, and through his Grace 
and Bleffing contribute, not a little, towards 
a general Reformation. Good Examples are cer - 
tainly of great Force in diſcountenancing Sin, and 
promoting the Practice of Piety and Virtue; they 
paint Religion in the moſt agreeable Colours; make 
it appear eafy and practicable, lovely and charmin 
in the Eyes of the World; and whoever is careful 
to make the Light of his good Example ſhine be- 
fore Men; and by that, as well as by all other 
prudent Methods, endeavours to bring them to a 
due Senſe and Practice of their Duty, he will, 
through the Bleſſing of God, and the Merits of 
Chriſt, fave their Souls from Death, and hide a 
Multitude of Sins, James v. 20. And in thedother 
World will ſhine as the Stars for ever and ever, 
Dan. xii. 3. Let me then intreat thee, Chriſtian 
Reader, carefully to look over, and ſeriouſly to 
conſider the foregoing Rules; and as A l 
ſhew thee plainly the Way to true Happineſs, fo : 
let me perſuade thee, for God's fakt, and thine. 
own too, to walk. therein all the Days * 
D 3. 0 
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Life ; and to engage as many of thy Neighbours 
2s thou canſt, to bear thee 5 The lead-. 
ing them into the Way of Righteouſneſs will help 
to keep thee ſtedfaſt in the ſame; their good Con- 
verſation will be wholſome, uſeful and inſtructive; 
highly tending to thy Improvement in Chriſtian 
Knowledge; and their good Examples will make 
thee ſtill more zealouſly affected towards God and 
Goodneſs, inflame thy holy Diſpoſitions and devout 
Affections, and quicken thy Progreſs in all Virtue. 
and Godlineſs of living. But if any groundleſs 
Conceit of Hardſhip, or Difficulty in them ſhall 
make the foregoing Rules diſagreeable to thee, and 
diſcourage thee from entring upon a ftrict Obſer- 
vation of them, remember that _ are only a 
wigreay” th Abridgment of thy Duty, which, 
ay. ngeſt Ties of Gratitude and Intereſt, 
ou art already bound to perform: And I hope. 
thou wilt think it ſome Advantage to have the 
Subſtance of thy Duty laid before thee in a few 
plain Rules, and to bind thyſelf by a new and ſo- 
lemn Engagement, to continue ſtedfaſt and un- 
moveable-in the Practice of it in this corrupt, de- 
enerate Age, when we ſee ſo much Strife and. 
nt a about the Principles of Religion, ſo. 
little Concern far the Power and Practice of it. 
Gird up then the Loins of thy Mind, and with. 
earneſt Supplications for the divine Aſſiſtance, ap- 
ply thyſelf to. a due Obſervation of the foregoing, 
Rules; and I hope thou wilt find nothing of Diffi- 
culty in them, nothing but what is very reaſonable 
and expedient, very uſeful, eaſy, and pleaſant. 
There are indeed three particular © Brag. corr never? 
in thoſe Rules, which are now but little regarded, 
. eixecially by the lower Rank of Chriſtians ; and 
therefore it may not be improper. here to offer 
| 2 in their V indication. 
he, Firſt is. that of Family-Prayer, a _ 
. W 
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which every Maſter or Head of a Family is cer-i 
tainly bound to „as he is anſwerable to 
8 the Welfare of thoſe Souls that are under 
his Care; and yet we ſee this Duty generally neg-- 
lected, eſpecially by thoſe that — — with 
the Cares of this Life; and their worldly Buſineſs 
is commonly accounted a ſufficient Excuſe for its 
Neglect: But now, as the Members of every Fa- 
mily, at leaſt the greateſt Part of them, are ſup- 
poſed ordinarily to be t Morning and. Even 
ing, ſo it will be aa eaſy Matter to ſettle the Prac- 
tice of this Duty at thoſe two Seaſons ; and when 
it is thus ſettled, it will be accounted Part of the 
Buſineſs of the Day; and thoſe that are. ſo mind-- - 
ful of their Buſineſs relating to this World, will 
not ſurely be unmindful of that Buſineſs which ſo: 
nearly relates to the Honour and Glory of God; 
thoſe that labour hard for the Meat that periſheth,. 
will beſtow a. little Labour for that Meat which 
endureth unto Life eternal. The Neglect of this- 

Duty occafions an habitual Forgetfulneſs' of God 

and the Things of another Life; on the other 
Hand, the daily Practice of it keeps up in Families: 
a Face and Spirit of Religion, and is. the beſt 
Means that Parents and Heads of Families can 

uſe, to preſerve in themſelves, their Children, 

and Servants, ſuch à religious and heavenly 
Frame of Soul as becomes a Society of Chritz 
tians: It brings down upon Families all forts of 
Bleſfings, ſpiritual and temporal; the Guidance 
and Protection of God's good Providence, to ſe- 
cure them from Dangers, to direct them in their 
Difficulties, to proſper their Undertakings, and to 
ſupply their Wants; and the bleſſed Influences of: 
his holy Spirit, to keep them in Unity, Peace, and. 
Love ; to comfort them in their Sorrows, and to - 
preſerve them ſtedfaſt in their Duty ; our Saviour 
Chriſt having promiſed to be amongſt them, _ 
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they ate thus met together' in his Name, and to 
ſecond. their Petit ions by his own moſt 


Interceſſion with the Father: If there be any Mem- 


bers of a . wicked and ill - diſpoſed, 
this Practice is t 


as to thoſe of a Family who are good, and deſtrous 


to grow every Day better, the Practice of this. 
— them fixed and ftedfaft in their religi- 
aus Diſpoſitions, and keeps their Souls bent to- 
wards Heavem and heavenly Things; and raiſes 
them mote and more to fuck: a Spirit of Devotion, 
as both prepares them while they live, to be fer- 
vent and zealous amongſt the hy and in the pub- 


lick Service of God's Church; Wen 


"come to die, fits them for ſpiritu Joprund Bar 


ciſes among the Bleſſed in Heaven. 


8zcondly, A. fecond Duty mentioned in theſe 
Rules, and which is now but little regarded, I 
in 
this ſinful Nation, is that of attending daily the 


might have ſaid which. is almoſt totally n 


pablick Worſhip of God in his Houſe of Prayer, 


that holy Place where he records his Name, and 
where he hath graciouſly promiſed to come unto 


his Servants, and to. bleſs them, Exod; xx. 24. 
The Reaſonableneſs of this Duty will be very evi- 
dent, if we conſider our continual Dependance upon 


God-for Lite and Happineſs, and that our joining 


together in daily Prayer is the ſureſt Way to ob- 
tan thoſe common general Bleflings we daily ſtand 
i need of; and the publick Bleſſings we enjoy dai- 


ly, do as daily call for our publick Acknowledg- 


ments. Amongft the Jets there was a Morning 


and Evening Sacrifice daily offered at the Temple; 
and it is as reaſonable ſure that the Chriſtian ger oa 
RI C. 


Way to reclaim them and make 
them good, by bringing ta their Minds every Day 
the Thoughts of God and of another World, and. 
ſo keeping their Conſciences awake, which would 
be otherwiſe lulled afleep in Sin and Serurity; and 


* 
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fice of Prayer and Praiſe ſhould be daily offered in 
the Church or Houſe of God, the Place- where his 
Honour dwelleth ; for is not the Lord of "Hoſts 
our God as well as he was theirs? He brought 
them out of an Egyptian Bondage into a Land 
flowing with Milk and Honey; and he hath deli- 
vered us from the Slavery of Sin and Satan, and 
given us a bleſſed Title to eternal Life and Happi- 
neſs ; and therefore as our Obligations are at leaſt 
as great as theirs, why ſhould not we be as read 

as they to acknowledge the ' fame, by our attend- 
ing daily the publick Worſhip of God? This is a 
Duty which God himſelf declares by his Prophet, 
ſhould be performed under the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
tion; and it ſhall come to paſs, that from one Neu 
Moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, 
that is every Day ſhall all Fleſh come to worſhip b. 
fore me, ſaith the Lord, Iſai. Ixvi. 23. This is 
what the primitive Chriſtians did; they continued 
daily with one Accord in the Temple, Acts ii. 46. Yea 
this is what our own Church requires of us ; and ac- 
cordingly ſhe hath appointed Palms and Leſſons 
and Prayers for God's publick Worſhip, every 
Morning and Evening throughout the Year; and 
hath expreſsly enjoined the Curate that miniſtreth 

in every Pariſh-Church or Chapel, being &g home, 
and not being otherwiſe reaſonably hindred to fay 
daily the Morning and Evening Prayer in the Pa- 

riſh-Church or Chapel where he miniſtreth ; and 
to cauſe a Bell to be tolled thereunto a convenient 
Time before he begins, that the People may come 
to hear God's Word, and to pray with him; as 
may be ſeen in the Book of Common-Prayer ; e- 
very Part of which, with all the Rules and Di- 
rections contained in it, ſtands eſtabliſhed, en- 
forced, and confirmed, both by the Laws of our 
Church and State, But if we were wholly at Li- 
berty in this. Caſe ; if neither the Laws of God, 


nor 
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the Lovelineſs of Virtue ; we diſcover the i 
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nor the Laws of that Church and State to which 


we belong, did require us, as they certainly do, to 


aſſemble and meet together daily for the publick 
Worſhip of God, yet one would think a prudent 
Regard to our own Intereſt ſhould prevail with us 
to embrace all Opportunities of joining in a Ser- 
vice ſo —. in itſelf, and fo very beneficial 
to our Souls; for by confeſling our Sins in the 
publick Aſſembly, with humble, lowly, penitent, 
and obedient. - Bay we are ſure to obtain the 


Pardon and Forgiveneſs of them; God having gi- 


ven Power and Commandment to his Miniſters, to 
declare and pronounce to his People being penitent, 
the Abſolution and Remiſſion of their Sins; ac- 
cordingly they do then declare and pronounce it in 


his Name, to all them that truly repent and un- 


feignedly believe the holy Goſpel : Again, by re- 
turning Thanks to God for all his Mercies we ſe- 
Cure to ourſelves the Continuance of them : By 

| and praiſing his holy Name we imitate the 
bleſſed Angels and Saints in Heaven, and prepare 
ourſelves for their happy Society: By hearing 
God's holy Word read unto us, we learn the Way 
to Heaven, we ſee the odious Nature of Sin, and. 


Perſections of Almighty God, and the Reaſonable- 


neſs and Advantage of becoming his faithful Ser- 
vants: By joining in our Prayers for whatever we 


want, we are ſure to be ſupplied with all Things, 
which God, in his infinite Wiſdom, ſhall fee neceſ- 
fary or convenient for us; for if the fervent Prayer of 
of one righteous Man availeth much, what Power 
muſt there be in the united Prayers of a Congrega- 
tion of faithful Chriftians, where every ſingle 
Breath adds. Weight and Efficacy to them, and 
when thoſe Prayers are offered too in the Houſe of 
God, the Place of his peculiar. Preſence, and ſe- 
conded' by the moſt prevailing Interceſfio EW 

: veau. 
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beloved Soi, in- whom he is well-pleafed ? With 
theſe Advantages we may pray in full Aſſurance of 
Faith, that God even our own God will give us his 
Blefing ; ; that he will put away from us all hurtful 
Things, and give us thoſe Things which be profi- 

table for us ; yea that he will give us ſuch good 

La. ar aſs Man's Underſtanding ; for it is by 

Imporrunty by the united Prayers of the 

Nadal that the Le In gdom of Heaven ſuffereth 
Violence, and the Violent take it by Force. What a 
can it then be, but the Want of a true Faith, or 
a true Reliſh for ſpiritual Things, that hinders any 
one Chriſtian from ſecuring his Part in thoſe great 
and manifold Bleſſings vouchfafed to them. that are 
forward to embrace all Opportunities of giving 7 
to the Lord the Glory due unto his Name 
worſhipping the Lord in the Beauty of — 
Indeed were thefe Bleflings duly prized, and all 
Men convinced of their Certainty, I am perſuaded 
they would run any Hazards, and encounter any 
Difficulties to be made Partakers of them ; 3 ya 
were they to he obtained but in one Place in the 
whole Kingdom, Men would crowd thither from 
all Parts of the Nation, with the greateſt Zeal and 
Earneſtneſs to obtain. them ; whereas now 
are to be met with in almoſt every Pariſh, and, if 
we pleaſe, every Day, they are flighted, and de- 
ſpiſed, and accounted as nothing worth. 

Thirdly, A third Duty mentioned in theſe 
Rules, and which is likewiſe too little regarded in 
theſe our Days, is the great Duty of frequenting 
the holy Communion ; a Duty recommended to us 
by the moſt engaging Motives, and enforced by 
the ſtrongeſt Obligations that can poſſibly be 
laid upon us ; for we — the expreſs Command of 
our Lord and Saviour, whom, upon all Accounts, 
we ought ſincerely to obey ; we have his Command 
for the receiving that holy Sacrament ; and if we 
conſult the _ n we ſhall find this to be 
None 
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none of the leaſt, but rather the higheſt, and, of 
all his Commandments the moſt weighty and o- 
bliging : For it was his dying Command, the 
Command that he gave when he was going to lay 
down his Life for our Salvation; and who can be 
fo ungrateful and unjuſt as to neglect the Command 
of a dying Saviour? a Command that was given 
too for that very Purpoſe, that we might never 
forget his dying Love; a Command 'that' carries 
its Reward along with it; for it entitles thoſe that 
faithfully obſerve it, to all the Bleſſings of the 
Goſpel, to all the Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood ; 
they ſpiritually eat the Fleſh of Chriſt and drink 
his Blood, which will cleanſe their guilty Souls 
from all the Defilements of Sin, confirm and 
ſtrengthen them in all Goodneſs, and preſerve them 
fafe to everlaſting Life. But as for thoſe that wil- 
fully deſpiſe, or: careleſsly neglect this weighty 
Command of their dying Lord and Maſter, and 
will not do ſo much as this in Remembrance of 
him, they can do nothing to pleaſe God, or to ob- 
tain his Favour ; they have no Life in them, Fohn 
vi. 53. They can no more preſerve and keep alive 
devout and holy Aﬀections in their Souls, than 
they can maintain Strength and Vigour in their 
Bodies without a continual Supply of Meat and 
Drink. This the primitive Chriſtians were ſo 
truly ſenſible of, that they made the holy Sacra- 
ment a Part of their daily Service and Devotion; 
they very rarely met together for the publick Wor- 
ſhip of God without fulfilling our Lord's Command 
of doing this in Remembrance of him. The Zeal' 
and Sincerity of thoſe firſt Profeſſors of Chriſtiani- 
ty, the Love they bear to their crucified Saviour, 
and the Regard they had to their own eternal .Sal- 
vation, put them upon this holy and religious 
Practice; and the pious and devout Celebration of 

this Sacrament, which is the greateſt Means of 
| | Grace, 


* 
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Grace, kept up and increaſed their Zeal and Since-. 
rity, made them to ſhine as ſo many Lights in the 
World, to become moſt holy and D 
Manner of Converſation ; and what ſufficiently. 
ſhews the Connexion and 8 had 
upon each other, is their I | ſinking. 
* in the ſuceeedin N N- the Church ; 
and I fee but little Hopes of reftoring the 
primitive Zeal, Piety, and Devotion, without 
frequently communicating to raiſe, keep up, and 
improve them: No, if we defire to live as 
Chriſtians did in the firſt and pureſt Ages of 
the Church; if we would adorn our Souls 
with all thoſe heavenly Virtues and Graces which 
rendered them fo venerable to the World, we muſt 
embrace all Opportunities of receiving the holy Sa- 
crament, which will inſtill into our weak and lan- 
guiſhing Souls new Life and Vigour, and make us 
know and feel, that it is not an empty Sign, but 
a Communion of the Body and Blood of Chrift ; 
according to that plain Account of it given by the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor, x. 16, The Cup of BI which 
we bleſs, is it not the Communion of the Blood of 
Chriſt? The Bread which we break, is it not the 
Communion of the Body of Chriſt? by which fa- 
cred Body and Blood our Souls will be gthen'd 
and refreſh'd, as our Bodies are by the Bread and 
Wine; provided always that we come to the 
Sacrament duly prepared, and receive it worthilr x. 
for otherwiſe, we ſhall be guilty of the Body 14 44 
Blood of the Lord, and eat and drink Dag 
to ourſelves, If we come to that heaven; 
without a Wedding-Garment ; if we receive the 
holy Sacrament with Diſpoſitions repugnant to the 
Nature and uſe of it; or if we receive it after an 
irreverent Manner, not diſcerning, eſteeming, and 
reverencing the Lord's Body; if we preſume to do 
this after we have been trained up from our Child. 
hood in the Knowledge 7 this Nang 
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and have learned, from our Catechiſm the Nature 
of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and the 
Preparation that is neceſſary for our worthy 

ng the ſame, we are guilty of a wilful 
Sin, which, like all other wilful Sins, is mor- 
tal in its on Nature, and, without Repentance, 
will certainly bring us to Damnation; nay this 
open Contempt of the ſacred Body and Blood of 
Chriſt our Saviour is a Sin of that flagrant Na- 
ture, a Sin ſo highly provoking in the Sight of 
God, that, without Repentance, it will expoſe us 
to the hotteſt Flames of the divine Vengeance, 
and greatly increaſe our Damnation. What then 
is to be done in this Caſe? Shall we therefore, to 
avoid the Danger of receiving unworthily, abſtain 
from that holy Feaſt, and not receive at all? No, 
ſurely, for then we ſhall certainly run ourſelves into 
Damnation on the one Hand, to avoid Damnation 
on the other. If we wilfully abſtain from the ho- 
ly Sacrament, we neglect a poſitive and weighty 
Commandment of our dying Lord and Saviour, a 
Commandment enforced by all the powerful Obli- 
gutions which infinite Love and Goodneſs could lay 
upon us; and what can we think of, that is worſe 
than this? What Sin can be more wilful, or in all 
its Citcumftances more provoking in the Sight of 
God? Or what can expoſe us to a deeper and more 
dreadful*Ruin ? All God's holy Ordinances indeed 
were intended for our Good, viz. to bring us ſafe 
to eternal Life and Happineſs ; and yet, without 
ſuitable Qualifications on our Part, they all become 
Wilful Sins to us to whom the Will of God is ſo 
cleatly revealed, and, without Repentance, will 
bring us to Damnation : "Thus the Prayers of the 
Wicked become Sin, Pſal. cix. 7. and the Word 
of God becomes the Savour of Death to thoſe that 
hear it unprofitably, 2 Cor. ii. 16. And yet their 
Condition would certainly be as dangerous who 
ſhould wholly neglect their Prayers, and —_— 


no 
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hear God's holy Word: And the Caſe is tha fame 
with reſpet to the holy Sacrament ;- it was det 
ſigned for: the greateſt of Bleſſings to the Sons of 
Men, to make them Partakers of the Merits of 
Chriſt crucified, and to unite-them to. Chriſtaiſe 
ed from the Dead and glorified; and yet if we take 
| hon to receive it worthily, or if we neglect to 
receive i 41, it becomes the Cauſe of our Damna- 
tion, unleſs we recover ourſelves. by a timely and 
ſincere, Repentance ; not that this Danger ariſes 
from the Nature of the Sacrament, but from our 
own Carelefsneſs.; we may. ſtill ay of this Sacra- 
ment, as St. Paul does of the whole Lay. of God, 
that it is holy, juſt, and Good; and if it h to 
become the Occaſion. of our Ruin, it is pur NOV... 
ing to our own wilful Folly, and we Ly or 
void this Danger if we pleaſe : Our only Way 
therefore in this Caſe to be ſaſe and happy, is to 
follow the Apaſtle's Advice, 1, Gor. xi. 28. to ex- 
amine ourſelves, and ſo to eat of that Bread and 
drink of that Cup. If our Care to prepare: our- 
ſelves for that: heavenly Eeaſt bears a due Propor- 
tion to the Abilities and Opportunities which God 
ſhall give us; if we examine. our Lives and. Cen-: 
verſations by the Rule af God's Commandments ; 
and whereinſoever we ſball perceiye out ſelves ta 
have offended, either by Will, Word, or Deedz 
bewail our own Sinfulneſs, and confeſs ourſalyes to 
Almighty God, with full Purpoſa of Amendment 
of Life ; if we put our full I ruſt and: o 
in God's Mercy through Chriſt, and ſtedfaſily-bes 
lieve that if we come worthily, he will eon’, to 
us in the holy Sacrament,. the full. Pardon, of: all 
our Sins, with all other Benefits of our. Savieurte 
Paſſion, whoſe unſpeakable Love and: Goodneſs in 
dying for us we muſt then acknowledge with, Htarte 
full of Thanks, weary af our Sins, deſirous ah his 
Grace, relying upan.his Merits,. and devated ta his 
E 2 Servicez 
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Service; and laſtly, if we bring no Hatred, Ma- 
lice, or Envy with us to the Lord's Table, but are 
in perfect Charity with all the World, freely for- 
giving all that have offended us, and deſiring For- 
giveneſs of all that we have juſtly offended ; and 
being ready to the utmoſt of our —— to make 
ſuch Reſtitution and Satisfaction to thoſe we have 
injured, as they may reaſonably expect, or ſhall 
juſtly require of us, we ſhall be worthy Partakers 
of the holy Communion ; tho' we be unworthy- of 
ourſelves to gather up the Crumbs under our Lord's 
Table, we ſhall fpiritually eat his Fleſh and drink 
his Blood, which will ſtrengthen and refreſh us, 
and preſerve our Bodies and Souls to eternal Life. 
Without ' theſe Qualifications indeed, without a 
true Repentance, and a lively Faith, hearty Thankſ- 
giving, and fervent Charity, we are utterly un- 
worthy to receive the holy Sacrament, and muſt 
not preſume to approach the Table of our Lord, 
leſt we become guilty of his Body and Blood, and 
thereby kindle God's Wrath againſt ourſelves, and 
provoke him to plague us with divers Diſeaſes and 
ſundry Kinds of Death; but then, on the other 
. let us not flatter ourſelves, or fancy that 
this our Unworthineſs is a lawful Excuſe for our 
ſtaying away; and that our abſenting ourſelves 
from the Lord's Table will never be laid to our 
Charge, while we are unworthy to come thither ; 
alas! no; the Caſe is quite otherwiſe with ſuch 
People; they ſin if they come to the Sa- 
erament, and they ſin in — away from it; 
their Condition is therefore very ſad and deplorable, 
and they are really of all Men the moſt miſerable; 
they lie actually under the Sentence of Condemna- 
tion to everlaſting Death; and there is but a thin 
Vail of Fleſh, which may be rent the next Mo- 
ment, and which cannot hold out long, betwixt 
them and Hell-fire: And therefore the only wy 
LEY bem = or 
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for ſuch Perſons to be fate > is 5 

— that they be 1 | 
to repent them truly of all their — 

to Day, — — 3 to have a live-- 
and ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt, — to ha in periect. 

Char ty with all Men; id ſhall they be meet Pars. 


takers 6 of thaſe holy Myſteries. To.conchude,, t hare 


3 = 
wo Diſcharge 
. — in an hol 


mands of God; — this — in any 
Perſon, the more fit he is for that heav Ban- 
= but the loweſt Degree, without which no 
erſon. ſhould preſume to come thither, is this 


that he be weary of, and groan under the Burden 


of his Sins ; tbat he do ſincerely deſire Grace and 


come; this is loweſt Diſpoſition to Holineſa 
that hath any thing of Sincerity and Truth in it 3 
and if we kno if we heartily deſire to mor- 
tify every Sin and Corruption in our Nature, 
without reſerve to any, and y purpoſe to — 
all Diligence therein; "if there be — one Du 
Virtue which we are not deſirous to obtain, — 
folved to labour after, tho? we find our Virtues 
weak at preſent, and our Corruptions ſtrong, this 
ſhould.in no wiſe diſcourage us, but rather quicken. 
us in coming for Strength and Aſſiſtance to ſubdue. 
the Corruptions we labour under, and to work: in. 
our Hearts all thoſe Chriftian Graces and Virtues 
we want or are defective in; for the Sacrament is 
the greateſt Means of Grace vouchſafed to us in. 
this Life; and therefore ſuch weak Chriſtians do, 
of all others, ſtand in greateſt need of it, and are 
extremely injurious to their own. Squls if they abs 
E 3. ſent 
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ſent themſelves from it; for, beſides the plentiful 
— cru of Grace oy will there receive, by ſpiri- 
y eating the Fleſh of Chriſt and drinking his 
Blood, the lively and viſible Repreſentation that 
is there made of our Saviour's Paſſion cannot but 
affect them with great Indignation againſt their 
Sins, increaſe their Faith, and quicken their Af- 
fections; and the folemn Renewal of their hol 
Vows and good Reſolutions at the Lord's Tab 
will mightily ſtrengthen and enforce them ; for the 
holy Sacrament being a Feaſt upon the Sacri- - 
fice of Chriſt's Body and Blood, when we come 
thither we eat and drink of his Sacrifice, and do 
thereby devote ourſelves in the moſt folemn Man- 
ner to his Service: And what can be a greater 
Reftraint to us, when we are ſollicited to any E- 
vil, than ſuch a ſolemn and ſacred Obligation? 
I I ſhall offer no farther Defence of any thing con- 
tained in the foregoing Rules, but ſubmit them to 
the Judgment, and recommend them to the Prac- 
tice of all thoſe well-diſpoſed Chriftians, into whoſe 
Hands they may come; and if they ſhall in any 
Degree be ſerviceable in advancing and eſtabliſn- 
ing the Intereſt of true Religion, I. ſhall obtain 
my End, and with all the Powers and Aﬀections 
of my Soul ſhall rejoice and praiſe God's holy 
Name. And O may it pleaſe him, of his infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy, to proſper the Endeavours 
of all thoſe that are ſincerely engaged in this moſt 
charitable Work, in turning the Hearts af the 
Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt, and mak- 
ing their Minds. zealouſly affected towards every 
Part of their Duty; that fo we may all ſhew our- 
ſelves true and faithful Chriſtians, not by having a 
Form of Godlineſs, but denying the Power there- 
of; not by the outward Profeſſion of Religion, 
without the Practice of it; not by maintaining 
goog Principles, without attending to os. true 
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Conſequences of them]; not by doting about Que-. 
ſtions and Strifes of Word, wr by ard. + 


ourſelves with a Religion that never appears in our 


Actions, but hovers in the Clouds, in Fancies and 
Speculations, where none can find it; not by em- 
bracing thoſe ſtrange Doctrines which are entirely 
new, and conſequently utterly falſe, propagated of 


late for no other apparent End and Purpoſe, but to 


cheriſh the Corruptions of this ſinful Age, and to 
gratify the Pride and Vanity of thoſe who love to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by thinking out of the. com- 
mon Way; nor laſtly, by adhering to thoſe dam- 
nable Hereſies and Do&trines of Devils, which, 
according to Scripture-Prophecy, have in theſe lat- 
ter Days infeſted the Church, to the eternal Con- 
fulion of the obſtinate Maintainers and Abettors 
of them; and for the Trial and Manifeſtation of 
the true and faithful Servants of God : But by 
holding Faith and a good Conſcience; by pa 


geil 
ing a due Regard to the Truth and Purity of 


the Goſpel ; by contending earneſtly for the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints, and ftriving to be ho- 
ly, as he who hath called us is holy, in all Manner 
of Converſation, 80 ſhall we adorn the Doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all Things; beautifying 


our Chriſtian Profeſſion by a ſuitable Converſation, 


and being, what we ought to be, a Religious So- 
ciety, a peculiar People zealous of good Works. 
And then will the God of all Grace and Mercy 
behold *with Pleaſure our Work and Labour of 
Love; his gracious Providence will watch over us 
continually, and make all Things work together 
far our Good ; we ſhall enjoy the unſpeakable 
Comforts of his holy Spirit ; and whenever our 
Lord . cometh to call = * 

watching, commend our Diligence, reward us 
with the everlaſting Bleffings and Glories of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. | = 


us hence, he will find us 


33 RETLIGTO : 
To all thoſe faithful. Cux18TIANS that 
are reſolved, by the Grace. of Gop, 

duly to obſerve the foregoing RULES. 


My BRETHREN! 
T is with great Satis faction to myſalf, as well 
as hearty Thanks to Almighty God; that I 
conſider the prudent Care you have taken, to 
oblige yourſelves to mind the one thing neceſſary . 
to make the Practice of Religion the chief Care 
and Buſineſs of your Lives; whereby you will 
truly anſwer the End of your Creation, and faith- 
fully perform that = Work about. which you 
were fent into this Wond; which was to advance 
the Glory of God, to promote the true: Intereſt 
and, Happineſs of your Neighbours, and to ſet for- 
ward your own Salvation, You will happily 
eſcape the Pollutions of the World, and the Traps 
and Snares of wicked Men; or if any of you have 
already been entangled: therein and overcome, you 
will recover yourſelves again by a timely and ſin- 
cere Repentance, You will hereby ſecure to your 
ſelves a ſound Mind, a quiet Conſcience, a fair 
Reputation. You will become the Friends and. 
Favourites of Heaven; God the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt will vouchfafe to make their Abode: 
with you; the bleſſed Saints above will rejoice 
cover you; the holy Angels will pitch their Tents 
about your Tabernacles, to fee that no Evil hap- 
unto you, nor any Plague come nigh your 
Dwellings : And as living Members of Chriſt's 
Church»you will enjoy the Benefit of the Prayers 
of the Faithful throughout the World. A 
Word, all 'Things will work together for your 
Good; and after you have finiſhed your Courſe in. 
Peace and Comfort, you will be inffalled glorified 
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Saints in Heaven, and there obtain a Peace which 
paſſeth all Underſtanding, a Joy which is un- 
ſpeakable and full of Glory. Such is the Happi- 
neſs of all true and faithful Chriſtians, an Happi- 
neſs that is infinitely more deſirable than any 
Thing this World can give to thoſe that ſo ear- 
neſtly defire, and fo eagerly purſue it; all worldly 
Enjoyments being mean and trifling, vain and 
tranſitory, mixed with great Trouble and Uneaſi- 
neſs, at the beſt, tending only to promote our 
temporal Welfare, - to ſupply the Neceſſities of 
this mortal Life, Religion only is that good Part, 
the bleſſed Fruits whereof are never taken from 
us, but make us eternally happy in Body and-Soul 
too: And as for the Neceſſaries of this preſent Life, 
the ſincere Practice of Religion is the —— 
procure even them; if we ſeek the Kingdom of Ge 

and his Righteouſneſs in the firſt Place, all other 
Things that are needful ſhall be added unto us, 
Matt. vi. 33. Not indeed without our own Care 
and Induſtry; but the good Providence of God 
will give Succeſs to our honeſt Endeavours, bleſs 
our Subſtance, and proſper the Work of our Hands ; 
for God is the Donor of all the good Things we 
enjoy or hope for here; and his Bleſſing alone can 
make them of any Value: The Bleſſing of the 
Lord it maketh rich, and he addeth no Sorrow 
with it, Prov. x. 22. Or if his infinite Wiſdom 
finds it neceſſary to viſit us with Afflictions, either 
by Way of Correction for Sins paſt, or for the Ex- 
erciſe and Improvement of our Virtues, we ſhall 
be enabled to bear them better than other Men; 
the Practice of Religion will teach us to bleſs God 
with holy Fob, when his Hand is heavy upon us; 
and to rejoice with the Apoſtles, in thoſe AMicti- 
ons which are but for a Moment, and which will 
work fer us a far more exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory, - 2 Cor. 4, 17. Nay _— the 
ö cere 


ſincere Practice of Religion will ſanctify to us all 
our worldly; Employments, and make them an ac- 
ceptable Service unto God; if we walk continual- 
ly as in his Sight and, Preſence, and manage all our 
temporal Affairs with a due Regard to his Glory 
and our own Salvation; if we are true and juſt in 
all our Dealings, out of a Senſe of our Duty, and 
becauſe God requires it; if we ſubmit to his gra- 
cious: Providence in all our Endeavours; and in 
every Circumſtance of Life, in all Events that be- 
fall us, reſign up ourſelves entirely to his holy Will 
and Pleaſure, we ſhall do all to the Glory of God, 
and make every Paſlage of our Lives help us for- 
ward in our Way to Heaven. Laſtly, The figs 
cere Practice oſ Religion will make us uſeful Neigh- 
bours, fit to be: truſted and adviſed with, in any 
Matters of Mbment ; yea it will make us great 
Benefactors to all about us; had there been ten 
religious: Men in Sodom they had ſaved that City 
from Deſtruction, which ten Millions of the Chil- 
dren of this World could not have done. Thus 
does the ſincere Practice of Religion directty tend 
to promote our temporal Intereſt, as well as to ſe- 
cure our eternal Peace and Salvation; And there- 
fore thoſe that neglect it, do greatly betray their 
Folly, in that they are not wiſe unto themſelves ; 
they have not Senſe enough to diſcern their own 
Intereſt, or to perceive that there is no true Wiſ- 
dom but the; Wiſdom of the Juſt, the Wiſdom, 
which makes Men wiſe unte Salvation. Go on 
then, my Chriſtian Brethren l with Courage and 
Conſtaney in the: Way of your Duty, andiyou will 
find it every Day more eaſy. and agreeable: to You, 
And th wicked Men may, acc ypur Life 
Madneſs, and, by all their, ſubtle Methods of 
Falſhood and. Deceit, may labour to- diſcourage 
you in your Duty, and to make you fall away 
though they may condetnn you for Hypocriſy, call 

your 
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your Strictneſs in Religion, Obſtinacy, Preciſe- 
neſs, or Singularity ; though they may mock and. 
jeer, revile and reproach you; yet notwithſtanding 
all their Temptarions, reſolve to retain your In- 
tegrity ; and by Honour and ' Diſhonour, by evil 
Report and good Report, amidſt all the Frowns 
and Flatteries of this deceitful World, to k 
cloſe to your Duty, and to perſevere in giving all 
Diligence to make your calling and Election ure, 
Remember that greater is he that is in you, than 
he that is in the World, 1 Fohn iv. 4. That God 
will ſupport you with Strength-and Comfort in all 
your Trials and Temptations} while you continue 
to ſerve him faithfully ; he will guide you with 
his Counſel, and afterwards receive you to Glory, 
Pſal. Ixxiii. 24. That it is a bleſſed Thing may 
reproached for the Sake of Religion ; and that our 
Saviour Chrift hath taught you in all ſuch Caſes to 
rejoice and be exceedin glad, for great is your 
Reward in Heaven. Bir now, that our Religion 
may be always pure and undefiled before God, ſuch: 
as will be acceptable to him by Jeſus Chriſt, we 
muſt be exceeding tareful to obſerve the two fol- 
lowing Cautions, otherwiſe all our Labour will be 
in vain ; for nothing we can do will pleaſe God, 
or recommend us to his Favour: The firſt Cau- 
tion we are to obſerve is this, to take Care that in 
the Performance of all our religious Duties, eſpe- 
cially 'thoſe that are outward and publick, our 
Hearts be entirely free from Hypocriſy ; that we 
have no Regard therein to the Eyes of the World, 
nor any Deſire to gain the Applauſe of our Neigh- 
bours; but that our only Deſign and Intention is, 
to ſerve God and to obtain his Favour, There is 
planted in every Man's Breaſt a natural Deſire of 
maintaining a fair Character of himſelf in the 
Thoughts and Opinions of his Neighbours, which 
was deſigned by Providence to be a Spur to our 

* — — . "Virtue, 
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Virtue, and a Guard to our. Innocency ; but yet | 


this Deſire of being well thought of does ſome- 
times expoſe us 'in our religious Performances to 
that vile Sin of Hypocriſy ; for ſince nothing can 
more effectually eſtabliſh that good Character of 
ourſelves, which we are naturally fond of, than 
the Practice of Religion; nay ſince without this 
no Accompliſhment whatever can make a Man 
well thought of by thoſe whoſe good Opinion is of 
any Value, this Deſire of a good Character too 


often proves a ſtrong and powerful Temptation to 


Hypocriſy, drawing away the Heart from God, 
and turning it towards Man, tempting us in our 
religious Duties and Performances to have too 
much reſpe& to the Eyes. of Men, the approving 
ourſelves in their Sight; and we may be ſure our 
Adverfary the Dev i will be always endeavouring 
to turn the Force and Edge of it that Way; and 
then as Religion is the only Foundation that will 
bear a general and a laſting Character, fo it is not, 
like many of the other Endowments of Mankind, 
appropriated to ſome particular Perſons and denied 
to others, but is common to. Ill ws; thoſe who have 
neither Parts nor Learning, Riches nor Honours to 
make themſelves eminent in their Generations, 


are yet, through the Grace of God, made capa- 


ble of Religion, and thereby of procuring to 
themſelves an Eſteem and Reſpect with all good 
Men: Nay, what makes this Temptation {till 
more dangerous is this, that true Religion is 
ſeated in the Heart, out of the Reach or View 
of mortal Eyes ; .ſo that thoſe who are the great- 
eſt Strangers to the inward Power of Godlineſs, 


wy yet, by making afair Shew in the Fleſh, 
an 


by an outward Strictneſs and Exactneſs in ob- 
ſerving the Duties of Religion, which is all that 
can appear to Man, gain the Credit of it, and a- 
mongſt us ſhort-ſighted Mortals here below, pals 
for Saints, There is great Reaſon therefore, that 
| we 
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ſhould ſearch and examine our Hearts to the Bot- 
tom, that no Hypocriſy lie lurking there, no ſe- 
cret Delign of pleaſi en, when we pretend to 
ſerve and rorlhip God; leſt this be all the Reward 
of our Religion, the obtaining a little popular Ap- 
plauſe here, after which we be for ever ex- 
poſed to God's Wrath and Vengeance, for pretend- 
ing to ſerve him, when we ſerved. ourſelves, 
our own Intereſt, 6r Reputation, for drawing near 
to him with our Lips, and p much Love 
to him with our Mouths, while our Hearts were 
far from him, while we never meant or .never 
minded what we faid, - Let us therefore often pyt 
theſe Queſtions to ourſelves; to_ what End do we 
go to Church? to what End do we read the 
Scriptures? pray to God? or give Alms ? For 
theſe and all other religious Duties will be ſo far 
from recommending us to God's Favour, that they 
will be odious and abominable in his Sight, if 
they are not performed out of a ſincere Deſire to 
conform our Hearts and Lives to the divine Will, 
and by ſo doing, to arrive at that State of per- 
fet Bliſs and Felicity, which God hath pre- 
pared for ſuch as diligently endeavour to pleaſe him 
here. But ſecondly, The other Caution we are to 
obſerve in order to the approving ourſelves in the 
Sight of God, is this, to look to our Hearts 
that they be not lifted up with ſpiritual Pride, or 
with the fond Opinion of our good Endowments 
or Performances, that dangerous and deadly Sin in- 
to which the Devil is continually labouring to lead 
the beſt of Men, in order to hlaſt their Righte- 
ouſneſs, ſtain their good Works, and bring them at 
laſt into the ſame Condemnation with . himſelf : 
And this indeed without Repentance will be our un- 
happy Fate, if we are puffed up with the vain Con- 
ceit of our own Sufficiency as if it was -of ourſelves 
and not of God ; for every ans; that is thus proud 
in 
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in Heart, is an Abomination to the Lord, becauſe 
' he robs God of his Honour, of which he is ever 
jealous, and aſcribes to himſelf the Glory of thoſe 
Abilities which-none but God could give him, and 
of which therefore God alone ſhould have the Glory. 
There is no Excellency, in Man but what comes 
"down from Heaven: Whatever Abilities or Incli- 
. any of us have to ſerve God, are owing to 
is 


— 


Grace and Bounty, who, when we are 


willing to do our Duty, and carefully uſe the 


Means of Grace, gives us the Power and the Will 


to do whatever is well-pleaſing in his Sight: If 
therefore we are inclined and enabled to perform 
our Duty in an acceptable Manner through Jeſus 


Chriſt, we ſhould not think more highly of our- 
ſelves on that Account than we ought to think, 


| but remembring who it is that makes us to differ 


from other Men, viz. that it is the fame God who 
commanded Light to ſhine out, of Darkneſs, who 
hath thus ſhined in our Hearts,* and that we have 
nothing but what we received from him, we ſhould 
be careful to honour God with his own Gifts, and 
not to glory, as if we had not received them from 
him, leſt we provoke him to take them from us, 

moreover to puniſh us for the Abuſe of them, 
for making them ſubſervient to our Pride and Va- 
nity, rather than to the Advancement of his 
Praiſe and Glory, Let us then take Care not to 
fuffer our Thoughts to dwell long upon any of thoſe 
tempting Objects, our good Actions or Endow- 
ments, no longer than may be neceſſary to raiſe 
our grateful Acknowledgment and Senſe of the 


Bounty and Goodneſs of God to us; and when- 


ever we do allow ourſelves in ſuch Conſiderations, 
to be ſure to apply them to that End; to pay the 
Sacrifice of Honour, not to the earthen Veſſel, 
which contains the Treaſure, but to God, from 
whoſe Fulneſs it is derived; and in order to pre- 

vent 
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vent any Motions. to Pride or Vanity from ſuch | 
Thoughts, it is-adviſeable to turn them at laſt, to 
reflect upon our Blemiſhes and , ImperfeQions, up- 
on our Follies and Miſcarriages; that ſo we may 
confeſs our own Vanity and Sinfulneſs, at the ſame , 
Time that we admire and adore the Goodneſs of 
God to us. | 407 
To conclude, let us continue to perform our 
Duty faithfully with thoſe Abilities which God 
hath given us; and when we have done all we 
can, let us own ourſelves to be unprofitable Ser- 
vants, 'who have done but our Duty, and that too 
with great Imperfection; and therefore have no 
Merits of our own, nothing to depend upon for the 
obtaining eternal Life and Happineſs, but the cove- 
nanted Mercies of our God, And fince we are plain- 
ly taught in holy Scripture, that there are different. 
Devtees of Happineſs and Glory amongſt the Saints 
in Heaven, ſome of them ſhining as the Bright- 
neſs of the Firmament, others as the Stars for . 
ever and ever, in Proportion to the different De- 
grees of their Zeal and Diligence in ſerving God, | 
while they lived upon Earth; let us therefore give 
all Diligence, by our earneſt Endeavours and fer- 
vent Prayers, to cheriſh and improve to the utter- 
moſt, thoſe Inclinations and Abilities to ſerve 
God, where with his bountiful Goodneſs hath bleſ- 
ſed us, not reſting in our preſent Attainments, but 
ſtill ſtriving to go on unto Perfection, that our Re- 
ward may be great in Heaven: Thus let us look 
forward, not upon what we have already attained, 
but to what is ſtill before; and forgetting what is | 
behind, let us put forth our .utmoſt Strength and | 
Activity in preſſing forward towards the Mark, | 
for the Prize of our High-Calling in Chrift Jeſus: 
ror let thoſe amongſt us that are rich in 
this World duly conſider the vaſt Advantages they | 
enjoy, in promoting the Honour of God,” and the i 
F 2 Happi- | 
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Happineſs of their Fellow-Chriſtians, and thereby 
advancing themſelves to higher Degrees of Happi- 
neſs and Glory in the Kingdom of Heaven ; and 
let them take eſpecial Care to make a right Uſe of 
thoſe Advantages, by ſupporting Religion with 
their Bounty, and encouraging it with their Au- 
thority and Example; by becoming Eyes to the 
Blind, and Feet to the Lame, Fathers to the Fa- 
therleſs, and Huſbands to the Widow, by ſupport- 
ing the Weak, comforting the AMicted, enter- 
taining the Stranger, relieving the Needy, and de- 
tending the Oppreſſed: Nay the Advantages they 
enjoy are ſtill capable of an higher Improvement; 
for they lay hold on Futurity, and by build- 
ing Hoſpitals for the Sick and Needy, or endow» 
ing Schools for the Education of poor Children, 
they may promote God's Glory, and do Good, 
long after their Deaths, even ſo long as there My 
upon Earth that reap the Fruits of their charitable 
Endowments ; and ſo may ſtill be increaſing their 
Reward in Heaven, even to the' End of the 
World. | | IE 
And now, my Brethren, I heartily recommend 
you to the Grace and Bleſſing of Almighty God, 
and have nothing more to add but this humble Re- 
ueſt in Behalf of myſelf, that when you have read 
following Prayer, which with a lowly, peni- 
tent, and obedient Heart I offer up to God, you 
would in great Charity make it your own, by an 
earneſt and hearty Amen. 1 


. 
* 


The 


4 my? ru eue. * 


40 The PRATER.. - 


ORGLV-E, © heed Father] ah u 
Author of this reatiſe,'' whatever 
— nſive to divine Majeſty, in any 
Part of his Life paſt. Pardon · and deliver him 
_ all eee Confirm and Try 
all Goodneſs, and bring him to everlaſting Lite, 
through Jeſs Chriſt our Lord. A 
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Devotions for the Cloſet and for the 
Family, chiefly from My. Nelſon, 


4 N Prayer for a Perſon in 
private. 


LMIGHTY and eternal God, who haſt. 
created me after thine own Image 49d and . 
ry who haſt made me capable of 
enjoying thee eternally ; I adore thee * al 
Humil ity as my ſovereign Lord. Give me, I be- 
ſeech thee, fach a Senſe of thy infinite Goodneſs, 
as to return unto thee all pofſible Love and Obe- 
dience. O my God, upon whom all Things de- 
pend, I 2 — that I have nothing but What 
is the Effect of thy Bounty. Bleſs the Lord, O 
my Soul, and declare his loving Kindneſs to, all 
Generations, I humbly and heartily thank thee 
for all the Graces and Favours thou haft beſtowed 
upon me ; for 3 a rational Creature, and. 
for ſecuring my Preſervation by the conſtant Ef- 
fefts of thy Providence; for redeeming, me by the. 


word of thy Son, and for pt providing the. Gogh 
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thy holy Spirit to ſanctify my corrupt Nature; for 
bringing me to the. Knowledge of the Chriſtian 
Religion; for bleſſing me with plentiful Means of 
Salvation, and for preparing a glorious Inberi- 
tance ſor thoſe that love thee and keep thy Com- 
mandments; for the many temporal Bleflings thou. 
haſt conferred upon me; for repairing the Inficmi--/ 
ties of my frail Body with comfortable Reſt and 
Sleep ; for the Preſervation of me this Night and. 
the reſt of my Life from innumerable Accidents, 
and Dangers.* Oh! may I always delight to praiſe 
and glorify thy holy Name, and above all thy Be- 
nefits to love thee my great Benefactor. O Father 
of Mercies, ſhut not up thy Bowels of Compaſſion 
towards me a vile and miſerable Sinner > deſpiſe. 
not the Work of thy own Hands, the Purchaſe of 
my Saviour's Blood ; I moſt humbly*imptore the 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs of all my Sins, whether of 
Omiſſton or - Commiffion, for the Sake of Jeſus. 
Chriſt thy only Son our Lord. I am heartily ſor- 
ry that I haye offended thee ; F deteſt my Sins be- 
caſe oy are diſpleaſing to thee who art infinite 
Goodneſs; I am refolved, by the Aſſiſtanee of thy 
| Graee, to return no more to Folly, to avoid al 
Occaſrons of Evil, and to live better for the Time 
to-come, dedicate to thee, O Lord, my Body 
and Soul, and all that I am: And becauſe throu 
the Weakneſs of my mortal Nature I can do no- 
good Thing without thee, grant that all I ſhall do 
or fuffer this Day, by the Help of thy Grace may 
tend*to thy Glory, and the Salvation of my own 
Soul. Enlighten my Mind with a true and tho- 
-rough Knowledge of my Duty ; and enable me by- 
thy holy Spirit to perform it with Care and Dili- 
this Day and all the Days of my Lite. 
Rake me ſenſible of my own V ileneſs and Cor- 
ruption, and let me never want thy gracious A. 
 fiſtance to eorrec and reſorm it. me _ 
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ranſitory 
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but that by the — of YL 
Heart urfere thos Pleaſures which ard at @ by rig 
Hand for evermore. And grant, that all the 
flictions of this Life, which thou in thy wiſe Pro- 
vidence ſhall think fit to lay upon me, may turn 
to my ſpiritual Profit and Adrantage; that 
bear them with Patience and Submiffion to thy ho- 
8 Will, and t learn greater Gratitude to chr 
neß for the reies I enjoy. Let no anxious 
or ſollicitous Cares ever di oder or diſtract my 
Mind, but let me truſt in thy Providence to b 
my honeſt Diligence, being affured, het if 1 ck 
firſt the Kingdom of God and its Righteouſhels, 
all other Things ſhall be added unto me. Defend” 
=e br hy 4 —1— all thoſe Snares 
and ſolljeit me to 
— ind Fom all thoſe bodily Dangers to 
which-F amfubj —_—_— Pi 
Earth; that 


may ever kek y amd that 
the main Concern FE ney Eaſe way 5 bo 
prepare myſelf for that everlaſting tion- 

haſt — Make me entirely fatisfied witn 
that Station in the World, wherein thou haft 
been pleaſed to place me; and let me m 

my temporal Affairs with Uprightneſs and Inte- 
grity, and with prudent Care and Diligence; but 
let not the Purſuit of the Things of this Life rob 
me of that Time which ought to be employed in 
the Concerns of my Soul, nor divert me from the- 
ſerious ine —— of the World to come; that 


: 


ing ins waking whe l app my Da 24 
may, Lb 
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be tranſlated to a. Life of Glory. Extend, O 
Lord, thy Pity and Compaſſion to the whole Race 
of Mankind; ,enlighten the - Gentile World with 
the Knowledge of thy Truth; and bring into thy 
Flock thy ancient People the Terus; and let all 
who name the Name of Chriſt depart. from all 
Iniquity ': Be gracious to thy holy Catholick 
Church; grant that ſhe may always preſerve that 
Doctrine and Diſcipline which thou haſt appoint- 
ed, and that the Gates of Hell may never prevail 
againſt her: Grant, O Lord, that all my Go, 


vernours in Church and State may be uſeful and 


ſerviceable to thy Glory and the publick Good, 
remembring the great Account they muſt one Day 
give. Be merciful to all that are in any Affliction 
or Diſtreſs, that labour under Poverty or Perſecu- 
tion, under bodily Pains or Diſeaſes, or under 
Temptation or Trouble of Mind; be pleaſed. to 
fupport and comfort them, and in thy good Time 
to. deliver them according to thy great Mercy. 
Bleſs all my Friends, Relations, and Acquaintance ; 
thoſe that are in Sin convert them; thoſe that are 
in Grace confirm and ſtrengthen them ; thoſe that 
are in Adverſity comfort and relieve them; and 
thoſe that are in Proſperity ſuffer them not to for- 
get thee. Unite us all, O God, to one another 
by mutual Love, and to thyſelf by the conſtant. 
Practice of Piety and Holine ke me mind- 
ful of that Time when I ſhall l down in the Duſt ; 
and becauſe I know not the Day nor the Hour 
when I ſhall be ſummoned to the great Tribunal, 
let me be always upon my Guard, and never live in 
ſuch a State as I ſhall be afraid to die in; but that 
my daily Care may be to get my Soul raiſed more 
and more into ſuch an holy , heavenly Temper, 
ſuch Delight in God, ſuch. unſpotted Parity and 
fervent Charity, as. may beſt qualify and Prove. 
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— Saints and Angels in. thy, 
heaven Tre m, through Jefas Chrilttou 1 Lord, 
in who — and Words I ach : 


imperfect — faying, Our Father, & c. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Love 
of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, 


with me this Day, henceforth, and for cuer- 


more, Amen. 


Au Evening Prayer fir. a Perſon in, 


Priuata 


M3: great and! glorious Lord: God! TY 
ſire to proſtrate pff in all Humility: be 


hy divine Ma N 
= - france one | 
Confuſion of Face I confeſs and acknowledge the 


infinite and Goodneſs to me, and my an 
Vileneſs and Ingratitude to thee. I have, O 

abuſed t „ deſpiſed thy 4 
neſs, ice, preferred my Paſhonz: 


moron rio Hr Duty and thy Com- 
mands, I have neither believed in thee, — 7 
God, nor obeyed thee, nor loved thee as I 
and as I folemnly vowed I would. O Lord ( 
moſt gracious and reconcileable, pity and — 
me; forgive me all my Sins, hoſe of this Day 
eſpecially, whether in Thought, Word, or Deed j 
whether Sins of Omiffion or Sins of Commiſfion ; 
whether Sins of I and Infirmity, or wilful 
and preſumptuous Sins; (here mention thy . 
Sins, if thou haſt unhappily fallen into any the 
paſt) I lament, O Lord; my deteſtable Imp — 

having fo long, and fo often, and ſo obſtinately o- 
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fended thee. I confeſs and will forſake my Wick 
edneſs, and am ſorry for my Sins. It grieves me, 
O moſt amiable Goodneſs, it grieves me that I 
ever I offended thee: With all my Heart, O my 
God, do I now renew the ſacred Vow, which, a- 
las! I have ſo often violated. I utterly renounce, 
O Lord, all Things that may any way diſpleaſe 

thee ; from them all let it be thy good Pleaſure to 
deliver me. I know, Lord, I cannot love thee, 
but I muſt hate Evil ; and therefore I renounce and 
deteſt it; turn thou me, O Lord God, and fo 
ſhall I be turned; turn the whole Stream of my 
Affections from ſenſual Love to the Love of thee. 
O my God,- let thy heavenly Love be the conſtant 
Byaſs of my Soul; Oh may it be the natural 
Spring and Weight of my Heart, that it may al- 
ways \mave towards thee. Father, I have ſinned 
againſt Heaven, and in thy Sight, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy Son; but I return 
with the Prodigal, O let thy paternal Bowels yearn 
on me, and for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake graciouſly re- 
ceive me. Lord, accept of my imperfe& Repen- 
tance, and ſend thy Spirit of Adoption into my 
Heart, to inſtil true filial Affections, that I may 
again be owned by thee for thy Child, and call thee 
Father, and ſhare the Bleſſings of thy Children, 
and at laſt become an Inheritor of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. O my God,. fill my Soul with ſo entire 
reverential a Love of thee, that I may love nothing 
but for thy fake, or in Subordinat ion to thy Love. 
Give me Grace to ſtudy thy Knowledge, that 
the more I know thee, the more I may love thee. 
Create in me a ſincere Obedience to all thy Com- 
mands, a ſubmiſſive Patience under all- thy Chaſ- 
tiſements, and an abſolute Reſignation to all thy 
Diſpoſals. . Make me, O Lord, fo tender of thy 
Honour, that I may ſhew a due Regard to all the 
Parts of thy Worſhip ; that I may always me 
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thy Houſe with recollected Thoughts, compoſed 
"Behaviour, becoming Reverence, and fincere In- 
tentions of Love ; that I may hear thy Word 
with a ſerious Attention, and inflameable - Heart, 
and a particular Application; that I may frequent 
the publick Prayers, and approach thy Table. with 
fervent and heavenly Affections, and with holy 


Impatience for the Bleſſings of thy Love. Give | 


me Grace, for thy ſake, to pay a ſuitable Venera- 
tion to all cred Perſons, or Places, or Things, 
which are thine by folemn Dedication, and ſepa- 
rated for the Uſes of divine Love, and the Com- 
munications of thy Grace; or which may pro- 
mote the Decency and Order of thy Worſhip, or 
'the Edification of faithful People. May I ever, 
O Lord, have awful Thoughts of thee; may 1 
never mention thy venerable Name, unleſs on ſo- 
lemn, juſt, and devout Occaſions; may I never 
mention it on thoſe Occaſions without Acts of 
Love and Adoration. O let it be the great Buſi- 
neſs of my Life to love and glorify thy holy Name 
by all the poſſible Ways I can, by my Mouth, by 


my : Converſation, by my publick Confeſſion f 


thee before Men, even to Death whenever thou 
art pleaſed to call me to it ; by engaging all I can 
to glorify and love thee. Fix in my Soul an ha- 
bitual pure Intention of thy Glory in all my Ac- 
tions, that whether I eat or drink, or whatever I 
do, I may do all to the Glory of thee my God. O 
Lord, let thy unwearied and tender Love to me 
make my Love unwearied and tender to my Neigh- 
bour, and zealous to procure, promote, and pre- 
ſerve his Health, and Safety, Happineſs, and Life 
and ready to ſuccour and relieve, to comfort and 
reſcue,” and pray for all, whom thy Love, or their 
own Neceſſities or Miſeries recommend to m 
Charity. Make me peaceful and reconcileable, al. 
ways ready to return Good for Evil, to repay In- 
| juries 
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Juries with Kindneſs, and eaſy to forgive, unleſs 
in thoſe Inftances where the Impunity of the Cri- 
minal would would be Injuſtice Cruelty to 
the Publick. Make me, like thy own elf, all 
Meekneſs and Benignity, all G 6 and Sweet- 
-neſs, all Gentleneſs and Long-ſuffering. And, 
O thou, Lover of ;Souls, let thy Love raiſe in 
me a compaſſionate Zeal to ſave the Life, the eter- 
.nal.Life of Souls; and by affectionate and ſeaſon- 
able Advice, or Exhortation, or Reproof, to re- 
claim the Wieked, to win them to love thee. 
Create in me, O Lord, a perfect Abhorrence of all 
Impurity, that I may purify my ſelf as thou art 
pure. I know, O Lord, that I can never be Par- 
taker of the divine Nature unleſs I eſcape the Pol- 
ution that is in the World through Luſt, O do 
thou therefore cleanſe me from all Filthineſs of 
Fleſh and Spirit, that I may perfect Holineſs in thy 
Fear. Give me Grace to poſſeſs my Veſlel in 
Sanctification and Honour, and to keep thy Tem- 
ple holy, that thy Spirit may always there inhabit. 
Give me Grace, O Lord, to fly all Incitements, 
Opportunities, or Inſtruments of defiling either my 
Neighbour or myſelf; to beat down my Body and 
to bring it into Subjection. Let me live ever 
watching, or praying, or profitably employed, that 
I may leave no Room, if poſſible, for any unclean 
Spirit to enter into my Soul and tempt me. 
Lord; make me contented, and thankful, and well- 
pleaſed with that. Portion thy wiſe Providence hath 
allotted me in this World, and to acquieſce in thy 
Choice, as beſt for me. O let the World never 
more have Place in my Heart; all my Affections 
!I-withdraw. from that to fix on thee. Be pleaſed, 
O Lord, to take me into thy Protection this 
Night, and defend me from all the Dangers of it; 
refreſh my Body with ſuch comfortable Reſt and 

Sleep, that in the Morning, with my renewed Vi- 


gur, 
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gour, I may be the better diſpoſed to do thee all 
faithful Service. Let not evil Spirits or evil Men 
approach to hurt me ; let me lie down with holy 
Thoughts of thee, and when I awake let me be 
ſtill with thee. Shew Mercy, O Lord, to the 
whole World ; let the Goſpel of thy Son run and 
be glorified throughout all the Earth ; let it be 
made known-to Heathens and Infidels, and let it 
be obeyed by all that are called Chriſtians. Be 
merciful to this Nation wherein I live; grant that 
we may be ſo humbled and reformed, that we may 
be pardoned and ſpared, Multiply thy Bleſſings 
upon our Sovereign Lord King George, and all the 
Royal Family ; give them Grace to exceed others, 
as much in Goodneſs 'as in Greatneſs ; and make 
them ſignal Inſtruments of thy Glory, and of the 
publick Good, Be gracious to all thoſe that mini- 
fter in holy Things, that they. may. diligently 
watch over thoſe Souls committed to their - Care, 
inſtructing them in ſaving Knowledge, and guid- 
ing them by their own Examples, praying for 
them and blefling them, exerciſing fpiritual Diſci- 
pline in thy Church, and rightly and duly admini- 
ſtring thy lady Sacraments. Viſit in Mercy all the 
Children of AMiction ; relieve all their particular 
Neceſſities of Body and Mind, and-lighten all their 
Burthens ; give them Patience and Submiſſion to' 
thy bleſſed Will, and in thy due Time deliver 
them from all their Troubles. Bleſs all my 
Friends and Relations; let them ſeek firſt the 
Kingdom of God and its Righteouſneſs, and then 
let all other Things be added unto them. Adored 
be thy Goodneſs, O Lord, in thoſe Mercies both 
temporal and ſpiritual, which thou from Time to 
Time haſt beſtowed upon me; that thou haſt ſup- 
rted my Body with the good Things of this - 
ife ; and that thou haſt prepared for my Soul the 
Happineſs of the next; 8 I defire ey 
- 4 
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offer to thee my humble and hearty Thanks for the 


Preſervation of me the Day paſt from innumerable. 


Accidents and Dangers ; if I have eſcaped any Sin, 
it is the Effect of thy reſtraining Grace; if I have 
avoided any Danger, it was thy Hand directed me; 
and to thy holy Name for both be given all Glory 
and Praiſe, t the Senſe of all thy Bleſſings have 
this Effect upon me, to make me better, and to 
lead me to Repentance; and all this I beg for Jeſus 
Chriſt his ſake, in whoſe bleſſed Name and Words I 
continue to pray, ſaying, Our Father, &c. 


The Grace of aur Lord Feſus Chriſt, &c. 


—C{ﬀ — 


A Morning Prayer for a Child. 


LORY be to thee, O Lord, for all the 


BlefFngs I daily yeceive from thee ; for thy 
particular Preſervation and Refreſhment of me this 
Night paſt ; but above all, for thy infinite Love 
in redeeming me by the precious Blood of thy Son 
Teſus Chriſt, Teach me to believe in thee, to fear 
thee, and to love thee with all my Heart ; to wor- 
ſhip thee and to give thee Thanks; to honour thy 
holy Name, and to ſerve thee truly all the Days of 
my Life, . Make me to love m Neighbour as my- 
ſelf; and to do to all Men as I would they ſhould 
do to me; make me obedient to my Parents, and 
to all my Governours in Church and State, Grant, 


O Lord, that I may order myſelf lowly and reve- 


rently to all my Betters ; that I may hurt no Bo- 
dy by Word or Deed; that I may keep my Hands 


from Picking and Stealing, and my Tongue from 


Evil-ſpeaking, Lying and Slandering ; that I may 
> ar, RS . deinican 
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demean . myſelf with "Temperance, Sobriety, and 
Chaſtity; that I may never. covet or deſire other 
Mens Goods, but learn and labour truly to get my 
own Living, and to do my Duty in that State of 
Life, to which it ſhall pleaſe thee, O Lord, to call 
me, And all this I beg for the Merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt my Saviour ; in whoſe holy Words I ſum 
up all my Wants, ſaying, Our Father, Re. 


The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, &c. 


— 


An Evening Prayer for a Child. 


Lord God, my heavenly Father, I do moſt 
humbly implore the Pardon and Forgive- 

neſs of all my Sins, eſpecially of thoſe I have com- 
mitted this Day, either in Thought, Word, or 
Deed, for the Sake of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
Cleanſe me from all my Wickedneſs, and ſtreng- 
then my Weakneſs, that I may overcome all the 
Temptations that daily ſurround me. Aſſiſt me, 
good Lord, by thy Grace, that I may worſhip 
thee, ſerve thee, and obey thee as I ought to do. 
_ me with all Things needful while I live in 
this World, and fit and prepare my Soul for the 
Happineſs of the next. Make me to avoid all 
Occaſions of offending thee; and ſuffer me not to be 
tempted above what I am able; but defend me in all 
Dangers both of Body and Soul; keep me eſpecial- 
ly from Sin and Wickedneſs, and from everlaſting 
Death. I commend to thy divine Providence (my 
Father and Mother, my Brethren and Siſters, and) 
all my Friends and Relations; vouchſafe them all 
thoſe Graces and Bleflings thou knoweſt moſt ſuit- 
able for them, O thou that never ſlumbereſt nor 
lleepeſt, watch over me; this Night, and refreſh 
2 1 
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me with ſeaſonable Reſt, that T may riſe the next 
Morning more fit for thy Service. I return, O 
Lord to thee, all Praiſe and Thankſgiving, for all 
thoſe Mercies thou haſt this Day beſtowed upon 
me. As long as I live I will praife the Lord; as 
long as I have any Being I will magnify thy holy 
Name, Hear my Prayers, and accept of my 
Praiſes, for the fake of my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; in 
whoſe holy Words I ſum up all my Wants, Our 
" Father, &c. | 


The Grace of aur Lord Feſus Chriſt, &c. 


A Prayer to be uſed every Morning and 
Evening, on the Week before the Sas 
crament. 


O Moſt gracious and merciful Lord God, who 
in thy holy Word inviteſt the greateſt Sin- 
ners to return to thee and live; look down, I be- 
ſeech thee, with Pity and Compaſſion upon me a 
molt vile and miſerable Sinner, who confeſs in the 
Bitterneſs of my Soul, that I have grievouſly bro- 
ken thy holy and righteous Laws, and too long 
walked in that broad Way that leadeth- to De- 
ſtruction; I do earneſtly repent, am heartily ſorry, 
and humbly beg thy gracious Pardon for all the 
Sins and Offences of my Life paſt, whether in 
Thought, Word, or Deed; againſt thee, my 
Neighbour, or myſelf; for my Sins of Omiſſion 
and Commiſſion. ; for my Sins of Ignorance and 
Infirmity, but eſpecially for my wilful and pre- 
ſumptuous Sins ; for my Sins of (here mention 


Particulars) which I have been guilty of knowing? 
„ . . an 
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and wilfully, frequently and habitually, again the 
Motions of thy holy Spirit, the 'Threatnings of thy 
holy Words, the outward Diſpenſations of thy 
Providence, the Checks of my own Conſcience, 
and my own moſt ſolemn and often repeated Vows 
and Reſolutions ; and for thoſe Sins which I have 
now quite forgotten: And I beſeech thee to enable 
me. by thy holy Spirit to ſerve and pleaſe thee ever 
hereafter in Newnek of Life. I know, O Lord, 
that I have no Merits of my own to plead for me; 
that my Righteouſneſs is but as filthy Rags; that 
to me 2 — nothing but Shame and Confuſion of 
Face eternally ; I do not therefore put my Truſt in 
myſelf, or in any thing that I can.do, towards the 
obtaining thy — and Favour; but I put my 
whole Truſt and Confidence in the all- ſufficĩient 
Merits and moſt powerful Interceſſion of thy moſt 
dearly beloved Son Jefus Chriſt, my bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour; who, by his painful and ſhameful 
Death upon the Croſs, hath made a full, perfect, and 
ſufficient Atonement and Satisfaction for the Sins 
of the whole World; and hath inſtituted and or- 
dained the holy Sacrament as a Pledge of his Love, 
and as the bleſſed Means of conveying all the Be- 
nefits of his Paſſion to thoſe that receive it wor- 
thily : I earneſtly deſire to partake of that holy 
dacrament in Obedience to the Command of my 
dying Lord ; and thou, of thy infinite Goodneſs, 
doſt now give me an Invitation to it : But alas! I 
am utterly unworthy of ſo unſpeakable Era z 
I am altogether unfit to approach that hol - 
ble, as being greatly defiled with Sin and Wicked- 
neſs: O do thou therefore make me ſuch as thou 
wilt graciouſly accept of; pardon, I moſt humbly 
beſeech thee, all my Offences ; heal mine Infirmi- 
ties; make me a clean Heart, O God, and renew 
a right Spirit within me. Enable me to comme- 
1 morate 
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morate the dying Love of my bleſſed Redeemer 
with a lively Faith in the Merits of his Death ; 
with an Heart that is full of Thanks; and quite 
weary of my Sins, and moſt defirous of thy Grace, 
and entirely reſigned to thy holy Will and Plea- 
fure; and grant that in receiving thy Creatures of 
Bread and Wine, according to thy Son our Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt's holy Inſtitution, in Remembrance 
of his Death and Paſſion, I may be Partaker of 
his moſt blefled Body and Blood; and by that pre- 
eious and immortal Food may feel in my Soul the 
Comfort and Refreſhment of Pardon, the Strength 
and Nouriſhment of thy heavenly Grace, and the 
bleſſed Aſſurance of eternal Life and Happineſs. 
But foraſmuch as I have learned from thy holy 
Word, that thou wilt by no Means accept of me,, 
or of any thing that I can do, until I have recon- 
eiled myſelf to all my Neighbours, I do therefore 
fully and freely forgive all manner of Perſons that 
have ever given any juſt Offence, or done any kind 
of Injury to me, or to any belonging to me ; and. 
F heartily deſire to be forgiven by all that I have 
any Ways injured or offended in the whole Courſe 
of my Life, being ever ready, according to the ut- 
moſt of my Power, to make them due Satisfaction. 
And now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, graciouſly to. 
accept of me, and to grant me thy loving Kind- 
neſs, which is better than Life itſelf, for thy own. 
infinite Mercies fake, and through the Merits of 
thy moſh dearly beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt my only 
Mediator and Redeemer, Amen. | 


A T 
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A Thankſgiving after the Sacrament. 
Yield thee hearty Thanks, moſt merciful Fa- 


ther, for thine unſpeakable Love and Good-+ 


neſs in calling me this Day to thy own Table, and 


feeding me with the Body and of thy dear 


Son my bleſſed Lord and Saviour, and thereby 
giving me the fulleſt Aſſurance that thou art now 
Serfecily reconciled, and wilt live in me by- thy 
Grace at preſent, and raiſe me up to be eternally 
happy with thyſelf at laſt, - What ſhall I render 
unto thee, O Lord, for theſe ineſtimable Bene- 
fits? Thy Praiſe ſhall ever be in my Mouth, and 
F will tell out thy wondrous Works with Glad- 
neſs. I will give Thanks unto thee with my 
whole Heart, ſecretly among the Faithful, and in 
the Congregation: And O that Men would praiſe 
the Lord for his Goodneſs, and declare the Won- 
ders that he doth for the Children of Men; 
for he ſatisfieth the empty Soul, and filleth the 
hungry Soul with Goodneſs; yea he hath fed me 
this Day with the Bread of Life, and given me 
the Cup of Salvation : Blefling, and Honour, and 


Glory, and Power be unto him that fitteth on the 


Throne, and to the Lamb for ever. Let the Peo- 
ple praiſe thee, O God, yea let all the People 
praiſe thee : Let all the World worſhip thee, ſing 
of thee, and praiſe thy Name. Lord, give me 
that due Senſe of all thy Mercies, that my Heart 
may be unfeignedly thankful, and that I may ſhew 


| forth thy Praiſe, not only with the Fruit of my 


Lips,. but the Service of my Life. Let me never 
forget the Love which I have received, and the 
Peace which I have ſealed, and the folemn Vows 
which F have made this Day of leading a godly, 
righteous, and ſober Life; but grant that I _—_ 

' live 
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live continually in thy Fear, die in thy Favour, 
and have my perfect Conſummation and Bliſs, both 
in Body and Soul, in thy everlaſting Glory, thro' 
the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. | 


— 


— 


A Morning Prayer fur a Family. 
LMIGHTY God, Father of all Mercies, 


£ A ue thine unworthy Servants preſent ourſelves 
with all Humility before thy divine Majeſty, to 
offer to-thee this our Morning Sacrifice of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, for all thy Goodneſs and lov- 
ing Kindneſs vouchſafed to us thy ſinful Creatures. 
We bleſs thee for creating us after thine own I- 
mage and Likeneſs ; for making us capable of lov- 
ing thee and enjoying thee eternally, We bleſs 
thee for preſerving us from innumerable Accidents 
and Dangers, through the whole Courſe of our 
Lives till this Time ; for refreſhing our Bodies the 
Night paſt with comfortable Reſt and Sleep; for 
bringing us ſafe to the Light of this Day. We bleſs 
thee for our Food and Raiment, for our Health - 
and Friends, and for all the Comforts and Accom- 
modations of this Life. -But above all we praiſe 
and magnify thy holy Name for thine ineſtimable 
Love in the Redemption of the World by our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt ; for the Means of Grace, and for the 
Hope of Glory; that it - hath pleaſed thee to rege- 
nerate us with thy holy Spirit, to receive us for 
thine own Chilgren by Adoption, and to incorpo- 
rate us into thy holy Church: And we beſeech 
thee give us ſuch a Senſe of thy great and maniſold 


Mercies beſtowed upon us, as may engage us to a 
To true 
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true Thankfulneſs, ſuch as may appear in our 
Lives, by an humble, holy, and obedient i 
before thee all our Days. We acknowledge, 
Lord, that we have rendered ourſelves unworthy of 
thy Favours and Bleflings, by our many, great and 
heinous Sins : but we do with Shame and Sorrow 
confeſs our frequent Breaches of thy holy Laws, in 
Thought, Word, and Deed ; that we have left un- 
done thoſe Fhings thou haft commanded, and done 
thoſe Things thou haſt forbidden ; and it is of thy 
Mercy alone that we are not conſumed. Our Sins 
have cried to Heaven againſt us, and our Iniquities 
juſtly call for Vengeance But O moſt * 
mighty and merciful God, who haſt Compaſſion 
upon all Men, and hateſt nothing that thou haſt 
made; who wouldeſt not the Death of a Sinner, 
but that he ſhould rather turn from his Sin and 
be ſaved ; mercifully forgive us our Treſpaſſes; re- 
ceive and comfort us who are grieved and wearied 
with the Burthen of our Sins ; thy Property is al- 
ways to have Mercy ; to thee only it appertaineth 
to forgive Sins; ſpare us therefore, good Lord, 
re us whom thou haſt redeemed ; enter not into 
udgment with thy Servants, who are vile Earth 
and miſerable Sinners; but ſo turn thine Anger 
from us, who meckly acknowledge our Vileneſs, 
and truly repent us of our Faults, that by thy Par- 
don and Peace we may be cleanſed from all our 
Sins, and may ſerve thee with a quiet Mind all our 
Days. Raiſe up, O Lord, thy Power and come 
among us, and with great Might ſuccour us, that 
whereas through our Sins and Wickedneſs we are 
fore let and hindered in running the Race that is ſet 
before us, thy bountiful Grace and —_— may 
ſpeedily help and deliver us. And thou, O God 
who art the Protector of all that truſt in thee, 
without whom nothing is ſtrong, nothing is — 
p PR: . mer 


w 


82 . RELIGION 
Increaſe and multiply upon us thy Mercy, that: 
thou being our Ruler and Guide, we may ſo paſy 
through Things temporal, that we finally loſe not 
the Things eternal. We acknowledge, O Lord, 
that through the Weakneſs of our mortal Nature 
we can do no good Thing without thee; grant us 
therefore the Help of thy Grace, that in keeping 
thy Commandments we may pleaſe thee both in 
Will and Deed. And thou who never faileſt to 
help and govern them whom thou doſt bring up in 
thy ſtedfaſt Fear and Love, keep us, we beſeech 
thee, under the Protection of thy good Providence, 
and make us to have a perpetual Fear and Love of 
thy holy Name. And thou who prepareſt for them 
that love thee ſuch good Things as paſs Man's Un- 
derſtanding, pour into our Hearts ſuch Love to- 
wards thee, that we loving thee above all Things 
may obtain thy Promiſes, which exceed all that we 
can deſire. rs us, O Lord the Increaſe 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity; and that we may 
obtain that which thou doſt promiſe, make us to 
love that which thou doſt command: Thou haſt 
taught us that all our Doings without Charity are 
nothing worth; ſend therefore thy Holy Ghoſt, 
and pour into our Hearts that moſt excellent Gift, 
the very Bond of Peace, and of all Virtues; with- 
out which whoſoever liveth is counted dead before 
thee. And ſince thou haſt given thy only Son, to 
be unto us both a Sacrifice for Sin, and alſo an Ex- 
ample of godly Life; give us Grace, that we may 
always moſt thankfully receive that his ineſtimable 
Benefit, and alſo daily endeavour ourſelves to fol- 
low the bleſſed Steps of his moſt holy Life. Teach 
us all to ſee how frail and uncertain our Condition 
is in this World, and ſo to number our Days that 
we may ſeriouſly apply our Hearts to heavenly Wiſ- 
dom ; and grant that as we are baptized mn — 
| ea 
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Death of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, ſo by 
continually mortifying our corrupt Affections we 
may be buried with him; and through the Grave 
and Gate of Death may paſs to a joyful Reſurrec- 
tion. Thou knoweſt, O Lord, the Secrets of our 
Hearts, ſhut not thy merciful Ears to our Prayers, 
but ſpare us, O Lord moſt holy, O God moſt 
mighty, O holy and moſt merciful Saviour, thou 
moſt worthy judge eternal, ſuffer us not at our laſt | 
Hour, for any Pains of Death to fall from thee. 
Vouchſafe, we beſeech thee, O Lord, to direct, 
ſanctify, and govern this Day, and all the Days of 
our Life, both our Hearts and Bodies, in the Ways 
of thy Laws, and in the Works of thy Command- 
ments, that through thy moſt mighty Protection, 
both here and ever, we may be preſerved in Body 
and Soul, Accept, O Lord, 'of our Prayers and 
Supplications for all Eſtates and Conditions of Men. 
Give thy Son the Heathen for his Inheritance, and 
the utmoſt Parts of the World for his Poſſeſſion : 
Succeed the Endeavours of all thoſe that are ſin- 
cerely engaged in propagating Chriſtian Knowledge 
throughaut the World, that thy Way may be 
known upon Earth, and thy ſaving Health among 
all Nations. We beſeech thee to keep thy Houl- 
hold the Church in continual Godlineſs, that thro” 
thy Protection it may be free from all Adverſities, 
and devoutly given to ſerve thee in good Works, 
to the Glory of thy great Name. Scatter her Ene- 
mies that delight in Blood; infatuate and defeat 
their Counſels; abate their Pride, aſſwage their 
Malice, and confound their Devices. And grant 
that all who confeſs thy holy Name may agree in 
the Truth of thy holy Word, and live in Unity 
and godly Love. Bleſs all our Governours in 
Church and State; direct and proſper all their Con- 
ſultations, that all Things may be ſo —_— _ 
ett 
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ſettled by their Endeavours upon the beſt and ſureſt 
Foundations, that Peace and Happineſs, Truth 
and Juſtice, Religidn and Piety may be eſtabliſhed 
among us for all Generations, Grant that all in- 
ferior Magiſtrates may truly and indifferently mi- 
niſter Juſtice, to the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs 
and Vice, and to the Maintenance of true Reli- 
gion and Virtue. And of thy Goodneſs, O Lord, 
comfort and ſuccour all them who in this tranſitory 
Life are in Trouble, Sorrow, Need, Sickneſs, or 
any other Adverlity ; look upon them with the 
Eyes of thy Mercy; give them Comfort and ſure 
Confidence in thee ; and in thy due Time an happy 
Deliverance out of all their Afflictions: Aſſiſt 
thoſe who in all Appearance draw near the Time 
of their Diſſolution, and. ſo fit and prepare them 
againſt the Hour of Death, that after their Depar- 
ture in Peace, and in thy Favour, they may be re- 
ceived into thine everlaſting Kingdom. And we 
beſeech thee, O Lord, mercifully to incline thine 
Ears to us, that have made now our Prayers arid 
Supplications unto thee ; and grant that thoſe 
Lie that we have faithfully aſked according to 
thy Will, may effeQually be obtained, to the Re- 
lief of our Neceſſity, and to the ſetting forth of 

thy Glory, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in 
whoſe bleſſed Name and Words we continue tg 
pray, ſaying, Our Father, &c. | 


The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, &e, 
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Ae God, Father of, our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of all Things, J of 
all Men ; we acknowledge and bewail our 
110 Sins and Wickedneſs, which we from Time" 
to Time moſt grievouſly have committed by 
Thought, Word, and. Dead, againſt thy divine 
Majeſty, provoking moſt juſtly thy Wrath and In- 
dignation againſt us; we do, earneſtly repent, and 
are heartily ſorry for theſe our Miſdoings, and the 
Remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have 
Mercy upon us, O Lord, after thy great Good- 
nefs, according to the Multitude of thy Mercies do 4 
away our e y. from our 
Wickedneſs, and cleanſe, us from our Sins; create | 
and make in us new and contrite Hearts, that we 
worthily lamenting our paſt Follies, and acknow- 
ledging our Wretchedneſs, may obtain of thee, the 
2 of all Mercy, perfect Remiſſion and Fox — | 
Grant us, O Lord, the Aſſiſtance | 
bal gie, that for, the Time to come, —_ 
fe d 30 ſuch Things as be rightful ; that we 
who cannot do any thing that is good without thee, 3 
may by thee be enabled to live according to thy k 
Wil; 'that thy Grace may abrays o prevent and 1 
follow us, as to make us continually to be given 
all good Works, And thou, O — f | 
eſt us to be ſet in the midſt of ſo many and great 
Dangers, that by Reaſon of the Frailty of our Na- 
ture we cannot always ſtand upright grant to us 
ſuch Strength and uy wha as ma r in 
all Dangers, and 2 
— 


Help us, O Lord, A winden d A 
Enemies of our Salvation, the World, the Fleſh; 
ren. 
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follow thee the only God. Graft in our Souls the 
Love'of thy Name; increafe in us 'true Religion, 
nouriſh us with all Goodneſs, and of thy po 
Mercy keep us in the ſame. And thou, od, 
whoſe never-failing Providenee ordereth all. Things 

both in Heaven and Earth, put from vs, we be- 
. ſeech thee, all hurtful' Things, and give us thoſe 
Thsngs which are profitable for us; and ſince it is 
thou alone canſt order the unruly Wills and Affec- 
tions of finful Men, grant that we may: love the 
Things which thou commandeft; and deſtre that 
which thou doſt promĩſe, that ſs among the ſundry 
and manifold Changes of the World, our Hearts 
may ſurely there be fixed, where true Joys are to- 
found, Diſpoſe us by all the Means of Grace we 
enjoy, to attain that everlaſting Salvation thou haft 
promiſed; that we may both perceive: and know 
thoſe Things which we ought to do, and may have 
Grace and Power faithfully to fulfil the fame. 


nor the 'Conceit of any thing that is good m us, 
may any way withdraw our Eyes from looking up- 
on ourſelves as finful Duſt and Aſhes, but that we 
my preſs forward towards the Prize of the high 
ing that is before us, with Faith and Patience, 

with Humility and Meekneſs, with Mortification 
and Self-denial'; with Charity and conſtant Perſe- 
verance to-the End; that fo when we ſhall depart. 
this Liſe we may ſleep in the Lord, and at the ge- 
neral Reſurrection in the laſt Day, may be found 
acceptable in thy Sight, and receive that B | 
which thy beloved Son ſhaHl then confer upon 

thoſe chat truly love and fear thee, Charge thy 
holy Providence, Q Lord, we humbly beſeech 
thee, with! er this Night, and by thy great Mercy 


the naſ delightful Employment. = 
defend us from all the Perila and Dangers of it. 
— us both outwardly in our Bodies, and in- 
wardly in our Souls, that we may be defended from 
all Adverſities that may happen to the Body, and 
from all evil Thoughts that may aſſault and hurt 
the Soul. Extend thy Goodneb. O Lord, to the 
whole Race of Mankind; have Mercy u = 
Fetus, Turks, Infidels, and Hereticks taks from 
them all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, and Con- 
tempt of thy Word; and ſo fetch them home to 
thy Flock, that they m ay be ſaved among the 
—— of the true Iſraelitas. Grant unto all 
them that are admitted into the Fellowſhip of 
Chriſt's Religion, that they may eſchew thoſe 
Things that are contrary to their Profeſſion, and 
follow all ſuch Things as are agrezable to the ſame, 
Let thy continual . Pity. cleanſe. and defend oY 
Church, 4 it cannot continue in Nan 
without th our, preſerve it evermore 
Help and. Hless all aur Governours Y 
in Church and State, that in their —_ * 
the be uſeful. and: ſerviceable to 
ind os publick Good. We — hn 
Supplications to thee for all our Benefactors, 
Friends, and Relations, and 778 our very Ene- 
mies; jet thy fatherly Hand be Wer them; ** thy 
holy Spirit be ever with them; and fo lead them in 
the Knowledge and Obedience of thy Word, that 
in the End they may obtain — Life. Look 
2 an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion upon all thoſe 
who are any ways afflicted in Mind, Body, or E- 
ſtate ; give them Patience under all their Suffer- 
ings, and in thy due Time an happy Iſſue out of all 
their Afflictions. And as we pray unto thee, O 
God, for ourſelves and others, ſo we deſire to bleſs 
and r. d- holy Name, for all thy Goodneſs. 
oving Kindyok. to us and to all Men, We 
H 2 give 
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give thee hearty Thanks for the Preſervation of us 
the Day paſt, and the reſt of our Lives, from in- 
numerable Aceidents and . for the Com- 
forts and Conveniencies, as as the Neceſſaries 
of Life. But above all, we laud and magnify, and 
adore thy Goodneſs in the Redemption of the 
World, by the Death and Paſſion of -our Saviour 
Chrift, both God and Man; who did humble him- 
ſelf even to the Death upon the Croſs for us miſo- 
rable Sinners, who lay in Darkneſs and the Sha- 


dow of Death, that he might make us the Chili 


dren of God, and exalt us. to everlaſting Life, 
Teach us to expreſs our Thankfulneſs by ſubmit- 
ting ourſelves entirely to his holy Will and Plea- 
ſure, and by ſtudying to ſerve him in true Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs the Days of our Life. Ac- 
cept, O Lord, of theſe our Pra _ and Praiſes, in 
and through the Mediation o Jeſus Chriſt, our 
bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, who hath taught us, 
when we pray, to fay, Our Father, &ce. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrif, be. 
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I. HE Character of the Times delineated. In 
two Parts. Part I. Containing a De- 
ſeription of the moſt n6torious: Impieties, diz. 
1. Common Swearing, c.. 2. Perjury. 3. Want 
of Common Honeſty. 4. Drunkennets, and pro- 
phane Clube. 5. Infidelity and Atheiſm. Part. II. 
Containing a further Character of the Times, and 
af the State of Religion amongſt us. 1. Of true 
Chriſtians, . the Number. ſmall. 2. Irreverent Be- 
haviour in Church. 3. Irreverence in reading and 
— in the Common-Prayer. 4. Neglect of 
amily Prayer and Inſtruction. 5. Cloſet and pri- 
vate Devotion. 6. Penitential Exerciſes., 7. Ap- 
pointed Days of Abſtinence. 8. Notice neglected 
to be given. 9g. Blemiſhes in our Clergy. 10. Neg- 
let of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline. 11. Worldly 
Friendſhips, and undue Compliances. 12. Party 
Spirit. 13. Internal Religion. 14. Controverſial. 
ritings.. 15. Further View of Internal Religion. 
16. Two ſure Rules; viz; The Means of Grace, 
and Fruits of the Spirit. 18. A Mark to ſpiritual 
Perſons only; witha Caution. Deſigned for the 
Uſe of thoſe who mourn in ſecret for the Iniquities 
of the Nation, and are convinced by fad Experi- 
ence, that Private Vices are Publick and Real Miſ- 

chiefs, Price 1 2. | 8 
2. The CHrISTIAN's Pattern; or, a Trea- 
tiſe of the Imitation of CHRIST. Written 
originally in Latin, by Thomas d Kempis, Com 
pared with the Original, and corrected throughout, 
by Jebn Meſtey, M. A. Fellow of Lincoln College, 
Oxon; With a new Preface, containing an Ac- 
count. of the. Uſefulneſs of this Treatiſe; Direc- 
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may not ena 

tion, there is a neat Edition in 249 at à very 

reaſonable-Price ; with a handſome Allowance 

to Gentlemen and Ladies, who are charitably 

inclined to beſtow this excellent Treatiſe on — 
Tamilies that are not able to purchaſe, Pri 

One Shilling. 5 


3. The RIO RHT Usx of Lent; or, a Help to 
Penitents. Containing, 1. A Preparatory Medi- 
tation on the Deſign. of LEN TT, the Nature of 
Sin, &c. 2. The — Inſtitution and Bene- 
fits of Faſting. 1 Some Rules and Advices con- 
cerning it. 4. What we are to repent of. 5. The 


_ and Method of Repentance, with ſome Forms 
of 


enitential Devotions, The Second Edition, 
with ſome Additions and Amendments, - Price 


25,64. | 
4. An Exyos1T10N on the Thirty-nine Arti- 


tles of the Church of England: Founded on the 


Holy Scriptures, and the Fathers of the three firſt 


Centuries, In Two Volumes. By J. Yeneer, 
Rector of St. Andrew's in Chichefer. The Second 
Edition, with very large Additions. Price 10 5. 

5. The Dur v of frequenting the Publick Ser- 
vice of the Church of England. Wherein the 
Beauty and Excellency of the Book of Common 
Prayer are explained to the meaneſt Capacities. 
In a Dialogue between a Clergyman _ his 


done for'C.Rivingtond. 

2 i re Peive 6 4. 
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6. Te Dory of Patents und Maſters of Fa- 
milies, with regard to the Education and ſo- 
ber Demeanor of their Chi and Servants. By 
Clenint Ellis, late Rector of F Kirly in Netting+ 
hamfhire.' Price 1 5. or 10 u Dozen. 
2 An Kamen — — _—_ Church Cate: 

m, ueſtion an wer, Divi 
into Lise Sade / | Thomas Bate, late Vi- 
car of Laut in Bess The 4th Edition, | 
Price 4 d. or 1 J. 8 3. a Hundred. 
8. The Sick Man Viſited; and furniſhed with 
Inſtructions, Meditations, and Prayers, for put- 
ting him in mind of his Change, for fu 
him under his Diſtemper, and for preparing him 
for, and neg him through, his laſt Conflict 
with Death. Nathaniel Spinckes, M. A. a 
Meer Brees -hurch of England. The fourth 
Edition corrected. To which is prefixed, A ſhort 
Account of the-Life of the Ryverend Author, and g 
his Effigies extloully- 'by Mr, Kertue: 
Price 5. 6 l.. Ns 

9. DevorTION Reviv'd: Or, Safe and | 
Directions far x truly Religious Life, With a Cha- 
racter of the Principle Virtues for a Chri- 
ſtian. a Divine of the Church of England: 

ſed-at firſt for. his own private Uſe, and now 

publiſhed for the Common Good, The ſecond E- 
dition, Price 36. 
10. A New Revorivecw on the Book of 
Common-Prayer. Wherein the whole Service is 
Muſtrated Defended by Inconteſtable- Proofs 
drawn from the Holy Seriptures,' By which is 
made appear, that there can 5 no reaſonable Ob- 
Leon, urged by Deſſenters of 9 
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England. Obſervations, 
and Anſyets ta ſeveral popular — — 7 can- 
lidered by other Writes. To which is profixed an 
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4; Vmneer, Rector of 88 
Andrew! s in Chicbefter, Price 5.5. 
11. The CByRcH- — land Man's Compa- 
nion in the Cloſet ; or, A Complete. nr of 
private Devotions ; collages from. the Writings 
of: Archbp Land, Biſhop. Andrews, Biſhop Kenn, 
Dr. Hickes, Mr. Kettlewell, Mr. Soinckes and. 
other eminent Divines of. the Church of Zng/and, 
With a Preface by the Rev. Mr. Spinchkes. The 
eth. Edition. Price 3 4. 
12. A Rationale, or Pragiical Expoſition of the 
Book of Common Prayer, by the Right Reverend 
Father in God, Aubem Sperrew, D. D. late 
Eord Biſhoꝑ of Norwich: With his Caution to hig. 
Dioceſe againſt falſe Doctrines, and his famous Ser- 
mon of Conſeſſion, and: the Power of Abſolution, 
The ſeventh Edition. To which is prefix d, the 
Lives of the Compilers of the Liturgy; and an Hi- 
Rorical Account of its ſeveral Reviews, by the 
Reverend Mr. Samuel Downes,. late of St. Fohn's 
Callege, Oxen. The ſecond. Edit. Pr. 5 4. 6 d. 
| 13. The CHr1sTIAN's Sure Guide to Content- 
ment; in ſeveral Practical Niſcourſes on that Im- 
portant Subject, ſuited to the Conditions of a 
Chriſtian Life. _ By a Divine of the Church of 
England. Price 13. 6d. 
- 14. The Ax r Of Dying Well: Or, The Chri- 
e ** to Heaven. n. | 
art. 
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Death 2 i n il. 8 
Inſtructions as are neceſſary in Times of Sicknef, 
Tranſlated from the Latin of Cardinal 'Bellarmin, 
by John Ball, Preſbyter of the Church of Eng- 
land. ** Pape ſuited to the Subject of each 


Chapter. Price 4s. 
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-Important Subjects, vix. Of Covetouſneſs, Of Com 
feſſion, Of Watching and Prayer, Of ra 
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Liberty, Of Chriſt's Nativity, Of Puri 
Temple, On the Reſurrection, Of the iliey 
of k ing God's Law, Of Feaſting, Of Moder? 
tion, Of Superſtition, On the Martyrdom of K. 
Charles I. All preached on particular Occaſions in 
the Cathedral of St. Patrick and Chrift Church, 
Dublin, by the Right Reverend Father in God, 
Hillam Sheridan, D. D. Lord Biſhop of * 
and Ardagh. In Three Vols, 8vo. Pr. 15 7. 
16. INSTRUCTIONS for the true unde 


208 8 of the Lord's 3 
with the n reparation or 
Benefit of Gs n of ſuch as 
have not well conſidered this holy Ordinance. To 
which is annexed, the Office of the Holy Commu- 
a with proper Helps and Directions for join Te 

in every Part thereof with Underſtandin 
Benefit By the Right Reverend the Lord | 
of odor and "Man. he ſecond Edition. 

17; The Exixciri s and Duties of #675 
nity : Being a further Inſt rut ion for ſuch as have 
learned the Church -Catechiſm. Together with 
ſhort and plain Directions and Prayers for; particu 
lar Perſons, Families, the Lord's "Pay y, the Lord's 
Supper, the Time of Sickneſs, Cc. By the ſame 
Author, The Fourth Edition, N, 2 
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18. APex1TznTiAal Office: or, A Form 
of Prayers, Supplications, and Interceflions on Be- 
Half of the Church. Recommended to the Uſe of 
all fuch as mourn for the Iniquities of the Pre- 
ſent Times, and tremble at the Proſpect of Irg- 
pending Judgment. Price 64. 

19. SHORT INSTRUCTIONS for them that are 
Preparing for Confirmation, by way of Queſtion 
and Anſwer; to be uſed eſpecially by Godfathers 
and Godmothers, or thoſe who bring Children to 
be Confirmed by the Biſhop. To which is added, 
1. An Office or Form of Devotion for a Perſon 


Who is preparing for Confirmation. 2. Advice to 


a Perſon newly Confirmed by the Biſh Pr. 6 d. 
or two — a — = 
20. A LITT ERR to a Gentlewoman concerning 
Baptiſm. With a Prefatory Diſcourſe. in relation 
to thoſe who differ in Opinion or Practice from 
the Church of England, — that Sacrament. 
Alſo an Office or Form of Prayer for the Uſe of 
Adult Perſons. Pr. 1s, * 

21. An HisTorICar Account of the ſeveral 
Engliſh Tranſlations of the Bible, and the Oppo- 
ſition they met with from the Church of Rome. 


I Anthony Fohnſon, A. M. Rector of 6werk/ton 
in — Pr. Ls. 64. 
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